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Editorial Notes And 


Comments 


We are happy to tell our friends that the series 
of articles on Baptism by Rev. John Scott Johnson, 
Ph.D. is now being put in pamphlet form. These 
are available at 15c each or two for 25c postpaid. 
They may be secured by writing Rev. John Scott 
Johnson, Ph.D. 1822 Broad St. Augusta, Ga. or 
you may send your orders to us and we will see 
that they receive proper attention. 
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Rev. R. E. McClure has recently put in booklet 
form an arrangement of the answers of The West- 
minster Shorter Catechism-outlined. This is an 
attractive booklet of twenty-eight pages. The pur- 
pose of this arrangement is two-fold: First, to 
show that there is an essential unity of compo- 
sition in the answers to the questions, a fact 
often overlooked by the piecemeal study of one 
or a few questions at a time. Second, to get a 
complete picture of the scope of what “the scrip- 
tures principally teach concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man.” Stated a bit differ- 
ently, the purpose is to find out (1) what the 
Catechism says, and (2) what it means. 

To memorize the Catechism is an exercise that 
will fully repay any person who will do this. 
To try to understand it is even more valuable. 
To both memorize and seek to understand it is 
the wisest and best. 

This booklet may be secured from Rev. R. FE. 
McClure, 409 Wachovia Bank Building, Asheville, 
N. C. The price is 15c each or two for 25c post- 
paid. —H.B.D. 


Meeting Of The General 
Assembly 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States opened its 83rd 
session in Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, N. C., 

























on Thursday evening, May 27th at 7:30, and ad- 
journed on Tuesday night, June 1st at 10:15. The 
meeting was opened with the singing of a hymn. 
The Assembly was then led in prayer by Rev. Ben 
R. Lacy, D.D., President of Union Theological 
Seminary. The retiring Moderator, Hon. Chas. G. 
Rose, LL.D., ruling elder of Fayetteville, N. C. 
had requested his son, Rev. Ben Lacy Rose, Regi- 
mental Chaplain, 113th Cavalry, Mechanized Di- 
vision of Camp Hood, Texas, to preach the ser- 
mon. Chaplain Rose was a member of this As- 
sembly. The subject of his sermon was “A Call to 
Humility,” and we are printing it in full in this 
issue of the Journal. Rev. R. C. Anderson, Presi- 
dent of the Mountain Retreat Association, wel- 
comed the Assembly to Montreat. 


Nominations For Moderator 


Rev. Marshall C. Dendy, D.D., of Orlando, Fla., 
nominated Rev. James L. Fowle, D.D., pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
Tenn. Ruling elder R. R. Williams of Asheville, 
nominated Rev. D. W. Richardson, D.D., of Rich- 
mond. Rev. T. S. Knox of Abilene, Texas, nominat- 
ed Rev. James F. Hardie, D.D., of Fort Worth, 
Texas. Rev. Samuel Glasgow, D.D., of Savannah, 
Ga., seconded the nomination of Dr. Fowle. Rev. 
A. R. Larrick of Plant City, Fla., nominated Rev. 
James A. McClure of St. Petersburg, Fla. Dr. 
DuPuy Holladay of Alderson, West Va., seconded f 
the nomination of Dr. Richardson. Ruling Elder, 
R. Vance McClure seconded the nomination of Dr. 
James A. McClure. Rev. B. O. Wood of San 
Angelo, Texas, seconded the nomination of Dr. 
Hardie. The first ballot resulted as follows: Dr. 
Richardson, 142; Dr. Fowle, 101; Dr. Hardie, 52 
and Dr. McClure, 22. According to the rules of the 
Assembly the name of Dr. McClure was dropped 
and a second ballot was taken. On the second 
ballot Dr. Richardson received 176 votes, Dr. 
Fowle 110 and Dr. Hardie 26. Dr. Richardson was 
declared elected and was escorted to the Chair 
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by Ruling Elder, R. R. Williams, who had nomi- 
nated him and Dr. Henry H. Sweets, a former 
Moderator. 

Dr. Richardson is a native of South Carolina. 
He graduated from Davidson College with a B. A. 
degree in 1902 and received his D.D., from David- 
son in 1918. He received his Master’s degree from 
Princeton University in 1905 and his B.D. from 
Princeton Theological Seminary in 1906. He did 
graduate work at the University of Berlin in 
1906-7. He was pastor of Mt. Tabor Church in 
Greer, S. C. 1907-10. From 1910 to 1928 he served 
as a missionary to China, as principal of the Boys’ 
School at Chinkiang, Kiangsu Province from 1910- 
18 and as Dean and Professor in New Testament 
studies in Nanking Theological Seminary from 
1919 to 1928. Since 1928, he has been Professor 
of Missions and Comparative Religions at Union 
Theological Seminary. He is a member of Ashe- 
ville Presbytery and the author of “Introduction 
to the New Testament” in Chinese, “The Church 
in China” and the “Revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
Dr. Richardson made an excellent Moderator, pre- 
siding in a most capable way, expediting the busi- 
ness of the Assembly, and yet showing all courtesy 
and fairness to every one at all times. 

The spiritual tone of the Assembly was set and 
kept on a high plane. The deep spiritual note of 
the sermon of Chaplain Rose together with the 
daily devotional services and the frequent prayers 
heard during the business sessions accounted large- 
ly for this. 

The devotional periods on successive days were 
led by Rev. James L. Fowle, Rev. R. A. Lapsley, 
Jr, and Rev. Robert W. Miles. The closing de- 
votional service and prayer of confession and re- 
dedication was led by the Moderator. The As- 
sembly was indebted to its devotional committee, 
and particularly to Rev. James M. Alexander, D.D., 
for the arrangement of devotional services. 

The Executive Secretaries presented the annual 
reports of their committees in brief addresses. All 
of our committees made excellent reports. 

Dr. Seott, Stated Clerk, read the names of the 
ministers of our Church who have died during 
the past year. These are as follows: 


Ministerial Necrology 


The reports from the presbyteries indicate that 
the following ministers have passed away during 
the last ecclesiastical year. (Listed by name, date 
of death, age, and Presbytery.) 


Benika, John R., Feb. 27, 1943, age 59, Missouri. 

Boswell, Hal. R., Nov. 18, 1942; age 52, Atlanta. 

Burgess, T. P., Nov. 23, 1942, age 82, Atlanta. 

Champney, I. C. H., D.D., Dec. 16, 1942, age 72, 
Central Alabama. 

Coker, J. E., D.D., Feb. 14, 1943, age 65, Athens. 

Crane, A. J., Jan. 20, 1943, age 76, Albemarle. 

Croker, T. C., July 19, 1942, age 84, Fayetteville. 

Currie, Thos. W., D.D., LL.D., April 22, 1943, age 
64, Central Texas. 

— J. M., July 19, 1942, age 81, South Car- 
olina, 

Davidson, H. S., Dec. — 1942, age 77, Dallas. 

— C. H., D.D., Jan. 20, 1943, age 69, Saint 
ohn’s. 

— John S., D.D., May 26, 1943, age 72, At- 
anta. 

Ghiselin, Charles, D.D., Feb. 23, 1943, age 90, 
Winchester. 

es John D., May 24, 1943, age 55, Charles- 
on. 


Golightly, R. M., Dec. 27, 1942, age 68, North 
and South Carolina. 

Graham, J. R., D.D., May 9, 1943, age 79, Win- 
chester. 

Gregory, C. E., April 6, 1943, age 68, Concord. 

Grinnan, R. B., D.D., July 21, 1942, age 82, Nor- 
folk. 

Hamilton, W. H., Nov. 8, 1942, age 62, Harmony. 

Hope, S. R., Jan. 4, 1943, age 84, Bethel. 

Johnston, S. J., Sept. 25, 1942, age 67, Saint 
John’s. 

Lacy, W. S., D.D., Jan. 27, 1943, age 68, Oua- 
chita. 

Lyons, J. Sprole, D.D., July 11, 1942, age 81, At- 
lanta. 

MacLauchlin, A. M., Nov. 15, 1942, age 71, 
Bethel. 

Mayes, G. G., D.D., Oct. 23, 1942, age 76, Con- 
garee. 

McConnell, T. J., D.D., March 27, 1943, age 177, 
Abingdon. 

McCullough, W. J., Jr., Oct. 3, 1942, age 60, 
Saint Johns. 

Moore, J. W., D.D., March 19, 1943, age 76, Meck- 
lenburg. 

Perryman, A. N., March 5, 1943, age 69, Green- 
brier. 

Robertson, C. E., Aug. 8, 1942, age 88, Charles- 
ton. 

Simpson, J. A., Feb. 1, 1943, age 64, Athens. 

Smutz, Chandos, March 12, 1943, age 68, Saint 
Louis. 

Story, J. C., March 19, 1943, age 74, Concord. 

Thomas, J. A., Aug. 8, 1942, age 76, West Han- 
over. 

White, R. A., D.D., March 14, 1943, age 75, Con- 
cord. 

Wicker, William Monroe, Nov. 8, 1942, Wilming- 
ton. 

Wilson, F. N., April 12, 1943, age 43, Concord. 


In connection with the presentation of Dr. 
Sweets’ report, he announced his retirement as 
Executive Secretary. The Assembly by a rising 
vote expressed its love for him and its appreciation 
of his long and faithful service to our Church. 


Other reports presented included that of the 
Assembly’s Training School by Dr. E. B. Paisley. 
Dr. Paisley has resigned as President of the Train- 
ing Schoo] and accepted work in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. The Assembly stood in appreciation 
of his work. A communication from Mr. J. M. 
Allardyce, well known layman of the Church, was 
read, in which it was learned that he has retired 
on account of ill health. Prayer was offered on 
his behalf. 


Dr. I. S. McElroy presented the report of the 
American Bible Society and introduced Dr. F. W. 
Cropp, General Secretary, now serving as chap- 
lain in the U. S. Army, in the fourth service com- 
mand. In his brief address to the Assembly Chap- 
lain Cropp said that no finer work of conservation 
around the camps is being done than that by the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. David T. Lauderdale, Pastor of Lexington, 
Va., A.R.P. Church and current Moderator of the 
General Synod of that Church brought greetings: 
from the General Synod of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. He read an impressive roll 
of men and women whom Erskine College and the 
Associate Reformed Church have contributed to 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. Dr. Lauderdale 
said that “the spiritual tone of Erskine College is 
very high and very similar to our own Hampden- 
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Sydney College.”’” He emphasized the fact that no 
one can teach in Erskine College, whether it is 
mathematics or science or any other subject un- 
less he affirms belief in the essential doctrines 
of God’s Word. 


The popular meeting in the interest of Christian 
Education was presided over by Dr. J. A. McClure 
of St. Petersburg, Fla. Dr. H. H. Sweets, retiring 
executive secretary, spoke of several great needs 
of the time—keeping in close touch with candi- 
dates for the ministry; increasing salaries of min- 
isters; increasing ministerial relief; and the great 
challenge of the churches, schools and colleges of 
today. Dr. Sweets affirmed that Presbyterians 
have been leaders in education in the past but 
are asleep now. Rev. J. M. Garrison, Director of 
Student Work, spoke on the adaptability of our 
men in the service. He said that this was due to 
our freedoms and our educational system for 
which we are fighting. The Assembly asked that 
the Executive Committee of C. E. and M. R. con- 
tinue to use Dr. H. H. Sweets in some capacity, he 
having served for 39 years as executive secretary 
of this committee. 

Dr. Walter L. Lingle, D.D., gave the main ad- 
dress of the evening on Christian Education, 
speaking of the crisis that the colleges and semi- 
‘naries are facing in the midst of war. He com- 
mended the recent Works educational survey for 
consideration. “For fifty years we have heard 
that we had too many seminaries but we have 
done nothing about it, but I hear that there is 
a moving in the tops of the mulberry trees. I hope 
it turns into a regular cyclone.” “We must give 
our children not only an education, but a Chris- 
tian education.” 

The Assembly’s Ad Interim Committee on 
changes in Confession of Faith and Catechisms, 
reported through the Chairman, Dr. B. R. Lacy. 
The first section of the report, dealing with the 
matters of punctuation and phraseology was ap- 
proved almost without debate and will be sent 
down to the Presbyteries. The second section of 
the report dealt with the “question as to whether 
the type of Bible interpretation known as ‘dis- 
pensationalism’ is in harmony with the Confession 
of Faith.” This resulted from an action of the 
1941 Assembly committing this matter to an ad 
interim committee for study. The answer of the 
committee, representing the faculties of the four 
theological seminaries, was that extreme dispen- 
sationalism, as set forth by Dr. C. I. Schofield and 
Dr. L. S. Chafer, is out of harmony with the Con- 
fession of Faith. In the discussion which followed 
a motion was made to re-commit this report and 
to include two additional members of premillenial 
views so as to bring in a report, which, while con- 
demning extreme dispensationalism, would be ac- 
ceptable to men of various millenial views of our 
Church. The report had stated that “it is not at 
all a controversy in regard to the millenium, since 
our denomination has always had, and still has, 
room for millenialists, a-millenialists, post-millen- 
ialists, and pre-millenialists in its ranks. The main 
point at issue, let it be emphasized, is whether the 
system of Bible interpretation, known as dispen- 
sationalism is in harmony with Presbyterian 
doctrines as set forth in the Westminster Stand- 
ards.” Dr. Ben R. Lacy resigned as Chairman of 
the Committee, and Dr. F. H. Caldwell also 
resigned, both these gentlemen stating that they 
had done all they could on the committee. These 
men were asked to nominate their successors. The 
Moderator appointed these and they are as follows 











—— 








—Dr. Felix B. Gear, Pastor of the Second Pres. 
byterian Church, Memphis, Tenn., to succeed Dr. 
Caldwell, and Dr. James E. Bear of Union 
Theological Seminary, to succeed Dr. Lacy. Dr, L, 
Nelson Bell and Dr. J. P. McCallie were named 
as additional members of the committee. 


The standing Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Rev. James L. Fowle, Chairman, brought in a re. 
port which was adopted as a whole without debate, 
The first section of this report expressed disap. 
proval of the proposed North American Council of 
the Churches of Christ, and recommended that 
our representatives in the several Councils be jn- 
structed to urge their respective groups to explore 
the possibility of some inter-council service agency, 
such as the inter-council field department sub. 
servient to the interdenominational councils and 
— as an inter-council clearance committee for 
them. 

The second section of the report dealt with 
matters pertaining to the Federal Council of 
Churches. In answer to five overtures asking for 
our Church to withdraw from the said Council, the 
report recommended that the General Assembly 
answer these overtures in the negative, because 
“it is unwise to agitate this matter further during 
the period of the war, but at the same time that 
this General Assembly register its judgment that 
because of the wide difference of opinion in our 
Church and the vital importance of this question, 
the General Assembly should ultimately submit 
it to the Presbyteries after the close of the war.” 

The Stated Clerk of our General Assembly was 
asked to send the following communication to the 
proper officials of the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America: “The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States takes 
cognizance of the reply made on September 18, 
1942, by the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council to the overture sent by the 1942 Assembly. 

“In this reply we note this paragraph. ‘The 
Council expects that the utterances of its secre 
taries and of ministers speaking under its auspices 
will not be at variance with its constitution. How- 
ever no secretary of the Council and no minister 
speaking under its auspices can make any pro- 
nouncement in its behalf. The Executive Commit- 
tee, made up exclusively of representatives of- 
ficially appointed by the denominations, has the 
sole authority to make pronouncements for the 
Council.’ 

“However, since that time, certain members of 
the staff of the Council have been quoted as speak- 
ing on behalf of the Council without the authority 
of the Executive Committee. 

“This Assembly would therefore request the 
Executive Committee of the Council to call to the 
attention of each member of the staff and each 
radio speaker the contents of this action of Sep- 
tember 18, 1942, so that the clear intent of this 
reply shall in the future be observed by all con- 
cerned, 

“We also request the Executive Committee to 
take action so that in the future no book or pam- 
phlet shall be published having the name of the 
Federal Council unless and until said book or 
pamphlet has been duly approved by the Publi- 
cation Committee and authorized by the Executive 
Committee.” 

The third section of this report dealt with Co- 
operation and Union. In answer to an overture 
from Kings Mountain Presbytery the matter of 
cooperation and union with the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church was referred to the 
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Committee on Cooperation and Union. 

Touching the report of the Permanent Commit- 
tee on Cooperation and Union, including the print- 
ed pamphlet of the proposed “Plan for the Re- 
union of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, and the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States,’’ your Committee, after care- 
ful consideration begs to report as follows: 


In view of the fact that this proposed Plan of 
Reunion is only the first draft of a report pre- 
pared by a sub-committee from the genera] Com- 
mittee of the Presbyterian Church in the U. &., 
and that due to limited time available for its con- 
sideration, it has not received careful study and 
approval by the whole committee. And inasmuch 
as it is obviously the unanimous judgment of the 
whole committee as well as of the sub-committee 
that it would be useless for the Assembly to take 
any action at this time which might precipitate a 
church wide discussion of this highly controversial 
matter in the stress of the war emergency. 

We therefore recommend: 

That this whole question be left in the hands 
of the Permanent Committee on Cooperation and 
Union for careful study and consideration, and 
that the Committee be authorized and directed to 
continue its explorations along the lines laid down, 
and in accordance with instructions given by for- 
mer Assemblies. 

Inasmuch as the general circulation of the print- 
ed Plan of Reunion in its present form might 
precipitate premature and needless discussion and 
might prejudice or delay unduly, the prospect of 
ultimate agreement on any plan, no provision 
should be made for further distribution of the 
proposed plan until it has been approved by the 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation and Union. 

Rev. J. Quinton Miller, Associate Secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, addressed the Assembly at 2:30 on Fri- 
day, May 28th. Mr. Miller said, “We, of the 
Federal Council think of ourselves as employees 
of the Churches which compose the Federal Coun- 
cil, and want to know how better to represent the 
Churches composing the Federal Council. 

“Ht behooves the Protestant Churches to find a 
way to make it clear that Jesus Christ is the only 
foundation and His gospel of redemption the only 
thing that will save.” 

After calling the attention of the Assembly to 
the Federal Council’s cooperative mind for united 
strategy as exemplified in 1. The missionary situ- 
ation in South America misrepresented by the 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy; 2. Religious freedom; 
3. Bases of a just and durable peace; 4. Christian 
Mission on world order; 5. Radio ministry; Mr. 
Miller then said: “We are not unaware of attacks 
which are being made against the Federal Coun- 
cil. These attacks are from misinformed sources, 
and while it cannot be proved, sources which stem 
from totalitarian and Nazi influence.” 

It is our understanding that this statement by 
Mr. Miller was challenged in the Foreign Relations 
Committee. At any rate, when Rev. James L. 
Fowle, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, made his report, he asked the privilege of 
presenting Rev. Mr. Miller, who wanted to make 
a statement. Mr. Miller then said to the Assembly 
that he regretted that this statement which he had 
made previously before the Assembly, seemed to 
be subject to an interpretation not intended by 
him. He said that he had no reference whatever 
to any one in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
nor to any one in any other Church which is 


affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches. 
He said that his reference was “to people who are 
now under federal indictment or conviction,” the 
people “who seek to undermine the confidence 
of the American people in our Churches.” He then 
named as examples, Gerald B. Winrod, Pelley, of 
Silver Shirt fame, and Mrs. Elizabeth Dilling and 
Col. Sanctuary of New York. 

Editor’s Comment: For the life of us we can- 
not see why Mr. Miller on Friday afternoon 
would say “we are not unaware of attacks which 
are being made on the Federal Council, etc.,’ and 
then three days later would say that his reference 
was to men who were already under indictment 
or conviction by the Federal Government. We do 
not want to be uncharitable, we simply cannot 
understand and especially in the light of the fact 
that on the date of May 10th Secretary Cavert 
had published in The United Presbyterian the 
following: 

Note to the Editor: “Recent materials circu- 
lated among United Presbyterians raised impor- 
tant questions about the character and work of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America. These questions are of vital concern to 
the United Presbyterians since their Church is a 
constituent member of the Council. The follow- 
ing statement is an effort to present information 
which is essential to any fair judgment in the 
case. Signed: Samuel McCrea Cavert.” 


Dr. Cavert then went on to tell of two accusa- 
tions that had been made against the Council, one 
of these dealt with a matter that had been printed 
in The Southern Presbyterian Journal wherein 
the assertion was made that the Council “did all 
in its power to sabotage our pre-war efforts of 
preparedness.” The other matter dealt with the 
political activities of the Federal Council, stating 
that the Federal Council had been falsely accused 
of associating itself with “radical organizations” 
in working for the abolishment of the poll tax. 
“This statement,” said Dr, Cavert, “is wholly 
without foundation.” On this we need comment 
no further, as we dealt with it fully in the May 
issue of The Journal, “In The Interest Of Truth.” 

In the light of the above, Mr. Miller’s statement 
and the later retraction were strange indeed. — 

Dr. William Lindsey Young, President of Park 
College, and a former moderator of the General 
Assembly, of the U. S. A., brought fraternal greet- 
ings from that Church. He also brought the As- 
sembly a splendid message on “The Complete 
Adequacy of Christ for Our Every Need.” 

Upon motion of Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Col. Cecil 
H. Lang introduced the father and mother of Lt. 
Colon T. Kelly. The Assembly stood in honor of 
these parents of Lt. Kelly. Mr. Kelly, an elder in. 
the Presbyterian Church, was a commissioner to 
the General Assembly. 

After the report of the Social and Moral Wel- 
fare Committee, the Assembly adopted the follow- 
ing “We recommend that every commissioner, re- 
gardless of race or color, be accorded the full 
rights and privileges of the Assembly. Rev. J. J. 
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Murray, D.D., of Lexington, Va., asked if in pass- 
ing this the Assembly were just passing another 
pious platitude, or if it meant what it said. He 
was told by the Chairman of this Committee, Mr. 
R. W. Miles that it meant what it said. Mr. 
Murray then said that he would not want to accept 
an invitation from Montreat or any other Church 
where all Commissioners of the Assembly regard- 
less of race or color were not given the same 
entertainment. This matter came up again under 
the report of the Committee on the Mountain Re- 
treat Association. Dr. Anderson stated that he 
had talked with a number of the colored com- 
missioners to the Assembly and that they were all 
pleased with the entertainment given them. They 
had their separate sleeping quarters but were fed 
in the Assembly Inn Dining Room at their own 
separate table, they were given the same food 
served the white Commissioners and served by one 
of their own race. Colored Commissioners read two 
of. the reports at this Assembly, one as Chairman 
and the other as Vice-Chairman of respective Com- 
mittees. All Commissioners were accorded equal 
privileges and rights on the floor of the Assembly. 
Dr. Anderson stated that he would be glad to put 
up a nice building to be known as Snedecor Me- 
morial Building in which to house the members 
of the Snedecor Memorial Synod whenever they 
come to Montreat either for meetings of the As- 
sembly or for the Conferences of the Church. He 
said however at present two things stand in his 
way, first the Government regulations against any 
further building at present and the fact that the 
Church has not yet put the money in his hands 
with which to do this. The Assembly took a for- 
ward step in creating a Permanent Committee on 
Evangelism and appropriating $10,000 for the 
work of this Committee during the coming year. 
This fund is to be raised by the Religious Edu- 
cation Committee through the Rally Day Offering 
with the understanding that the first $10,000 of 
this offering will go to the Committee on Evangel- 
ism. 

(This does not profess to be a full report of 
the Assembly and we will give further comments 
in the next issue of the Journal.) —H.B.D. 


ai 
+ 


One Elder Looks At The 
General Assembly 


The spirit prevailing at the Eighty-Third Gen- 
eral Assembly was good. There were men present 
representing widely divergent views, men who 
hold the strongest kind of convictions on both 
sides of controversial problems. At the same 
time, it seemed that the outstanding character- 
istic of the Assembly was one of restraint of 
speech and action. 

The opening sermon, preached by Chaplain 
Ben. L. Rose, son of Judge Charles G. Rose, the 
retiring Moderator, was splendid. It warmed one’s 
heart and at the same time brought afresh a 
sense of our national danger and the way out 
through the humbling of ourselves before God. 

Dr. Donald Richardson made an_ excellent 
Moderator. He was fair and gracious throughout 
and made parliamentary law and procedure the 
servant of the Assembly, not the master. As a 
result, at no time was there any tension of re- 
pression, a feeling that debate was being limited 
or that a measure was being pushed through with- 
out adequate discussion. Participation in debate, 
or not, rested solely with the individual commis- 
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sioners and it is doubtful if any felt at any time 
that they had not had the privilege of saying all] 
they wished to say on a subject. This does not 
mean that all which was said in the Standing 
Committees was again said on the floor of the 
Assembly. This did not always seem wise or neces- 
sary and the point of this paragraph is simply to 
state that in our Moderator we had a man eni- 
nently fair and courteous at all times to all 
present. 


Politics 


It is inevitable that pre-assembly discussions of 
various potential personalities for the moderator. 
ship should occur. At the same time one did not 
sense that this was present in an objectionable 
degree. Nor were there any “candidates” for 
this honor. The nominations were the result of a 
desire on the part of friends that some out- 
standing man of their acquaintance be placed 
before the Assembly as one worthy of election. 
Any of the four men nominated would have been 
an honor to our Church. 


Organization 


One could not witness a meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly without realizing afresh the debt 
which our Nation owes to Presbyterianism. In 
such a meeting one sees the processes of orderly, 
democratic procedure carried out and_ realizes 
that where failures occur they come from the 
failures of man and not the system of which they 
are a part. 


The organization of the various committees, 
the preparation of the docket and the general 
planning of the whole Assembly show a _ wide 
background of experience which has resulted in 
efficiency and the maximum of fairness. Some of 
the manipulations to get certain men on certain 
committees are not desirable but will be hard to 
eliminate. 

At the same time, one could but be impressed 
with the decreased efficiency of the Assembly re- 
sulting from an almost complete change of per- 
sonnel each year. It is to be hoped that as time 
goes on all Presbyteries will follow the example 
already set by some in electing the commissioners 
in two classes, so that each man attends the As- 
sembly for two years, half of the total number 
being new men each year. This too has certain 
disadvantages but one believes they are greatly 
outweighed by the advantages. 


Federal Council 


The action taken regarding the Federal Coun- 
cil, as reported in another part of this issue of 
The Journal, was an expression of the over- 
whelming judgement of majority, not an expres 
sion of the convictions of either side. The activi- 
ties of the Council can today be roughly divided 
into three sections: religious, economic, and rela- 
tive to the war effort. It was the latter which 
caused the compromise action. That the Council 
is doing effectively and efficiently certain things 
with reference to chaplains, camps, etce., all 
agree. At this time our Church has no_ other 
agency ready to do this necessary work. To take 
action adversely affecting this work, of which we 


all approve, seemed unwise to a large majority. 


But, we are more than ever convinced that the 
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testimony of any Church is impaired by an asso- 
ciation, in religious work, with those who sponsor 
religious broadcasts and other religious activities 
in which men denying many fundamentals of the 
faith have a part. We cannot for one minute 
agree to the position that the essential doctrines 
of Christianity are so nebulous in character as to 
make them of minor importance. They are either 
true or they are false. If they are true, and we 
affirm that they are, then there is but one Gospel 
to preach and that is not the gospel which is 
often heard over the air under the auspices of 
the Federal Council. 

Finally, the meddling of the Council, in the 
name of the Church, in economic and social pro- 
blems is a menace of the first magnitude. As one 
studies these activities one is forced to the con- 
clusion that those who represent the Council in 
this work are socialistic, in the main, in their 
concept of national economy. These men are also 
pro-labor in the extreme. James Myers, of the 
Federal Council, in his pamphlet, “Churches In 
Social Action” (published by the Federal Coun- 
cil), speaks with approval of ministers joining 
with pickets in peacefully-conducted picket lines 
and in the same booklet suggests that Christians 
use products with union labels on them and 
employ union labor in building programs and in 
various capacities in building operations. It is not 
these ideas in themselves which are so distasteful, 
it is the partisanship towards labor and against 
the capitalistic system which one resents. 


Church Union 


The Permanent Committee on Co-operation and 
Union found itself in the rather embarrassing 
position of having a Plan of Union published in 
a book of 237 pages which had been presented 
to it by a sub-committee, only a few days before 
its meeting and.with which it was not familiar. 
The whole matter was referred back to the Per- 
manent Committee and we hope it will stay there 
a long time. 


As one talked with many men in the Assembly 
one was impressed with the fact that apparently 
the majority in our Church are against Union 
with the Northern Church. This matter has been 
pushed by an able and aggressive minority but 
there are signs that the opposition is stiffening. 
Many still feel that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has a work to do which would be handi- 
capped and marred by Union, and they do not 
intend to permit our Church to lose her identity 
and testimony for the sake of the mirage of 
“unity.” 


Dispensationalism 


_ This question, which has been such a problem 
in certain sections of our Church, was part of 
the report of the Ad Interim Committee on 
Changes in Confession of Faith and Catechisms. 
To many it seemed that this report confused ex- 
treme dispensationalism and the moderate pre- 
millenial view held by many. As a result the mat- 
ter was recommitted and two men holding the 
oe viewpoint were added to the com- 
mittee, 


Random Notes 


The presence, in uniform, of Colonel Cecil H. 


Lang and Captain Ben. L. Rose was visible evi- 
dence of our Church’s participation in the war 
effort through a splendid group of chaplains. We 
are proud of the record of our Church in furnish- 
ing three times her quota of chaplains, also of the 
quality of the men who represent us. 

Elder Colin P. Kelly, father of one of our first 
national heroes of World War II, Captain Colin 
P. Kelly, Jr., was a Commissioner, and he and 
Mrs. Kelly were introduced to the Assembly. 
Thank God for Christian families which still pro- 
duce young men and young women who bear tes- 
os the saving and keeping power of Christ 
as he did. 


Humor 


One commissioner insists that another got up 
and made a motion as follows: “I move that we 
now vote in the negative.” Be that as it may, the 
gift of good humor and fellowship was often in 
evidence. 


Conclusion 


The writer came away from the Eighty-Third 
General Assembly with mingled emotions. It was 
a good meeting and the fellowship inspiring. Old 
friends were seen, many of them after a lapse of 
years. New friends were made. 

Probably the outstanding impression one re- 
ceived was that the accepted viewpoint of many 
today was that of only a silent minority of thirty 
years ago. This philosophy of inclusivism follows 
almost a set pattern, and is, to this elder, ominous 
in the extreme. In sebsequent issues of The 
Journal some of the implications of this trend 
will, if the Lord permits, be discussed more fully. 

Our Southern Presbyterian Church has a glor- 
ious heritage and is still doing a splendid work. 
May God guide, bless and keep her true to Him 
and His Word. —L.N.B. 


A Chaplain’s Retreat 


By Col. Cecil H. Lang* 

The Protestant chaplains of the army Corps of 
which I am the chaplain recently met in a central 
location for a two-day spiritual retreat. The plan 
for holding such a retreat grew out of a conviction 
of its need. 

A chaplain ordinarily has frequent opportunities 
for conferences with other chaplains about prob- 
lems affecting his own work. He is permitted to 
attend annual or special meetings of his own 
denomination, but he seldom has opportunity for 
a quiet season of inspiration, instruction, and 
fellowship. 


The securing of these last three things was the 
purpose of this retreat. So for two days chaplains 
representing nine different denominations lived 
together in happy Christian fellowship. Inspiration 
and instruction came through three challenging 
messages from Dr. Peter Marshall, pastor of the 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C., and four scintillating Bible studies by 
Dr. F. Crossley Morgan, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Concord, N. C. 

At the conclusion of the retreat, those present 
unanimously expressed themselves as being spiritu- 
ally refreshed and bettered by this experience. 


*Chaplain in the Army of the United States. 
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A Call To Humility 


By Chaplain Ben. L. Rose’ 
This was the opening sermon of the Eighty-Third General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, Thursday evening, May 27, 1943. Chaplain Rose was a member of this Assembly 
and preached the sermon at the request of his father, Ruling Elder Charles G. Rose, who was the re- 


tiring Moderator of this Assembly. 


The Text is Jeremiah 13:18, “Say unto the king 
and to the queen, ‘Humble yourselves.’’”’ And the 
Topic is: ‘Call to Humility.” 

The hearts and hopes of all of us today are 
toward victory and peace. Truly, 


“Many are the hearts 
That are wishing for the right 
To see the dawn of peace.” 


Each time we go out to get. the morning paper 
or wait before the radio for the news broadcast 
our pulses quicken as we think what joy it would 
be to read or hear these words, “The war is 
ended! Victory is ours.” 


‘' Doubt it not, my brethren, that the day of 
victory approaches—victory for the Allied Nations, 
peace of a kind for the world. How soon—a year, 
tive years, ten years—none can say, but we are 
confident that the day of victory for our arms is 
coming. 

Yet with our anxious desires and hopes for vic- 
tory, we must pray earnestly and labor continually 
that America may be made humble in the sight of 
the Lord before victory is given to her. 


’ How true was the insight of the minister who 
recently remarked, “I am afraid to pray for vic- 
tory without first praying for humility.” 

Howard Chandler Christy has painted a most 
striking poster. It portrays the proverbial figure 
of Uncle Sam in the midst of a battlefield, on his 
knees, hands outstretched, hatless, his anxious 
face turned toward heaven, whence, through a 
break in the storm clouds, a light is streaming. 
Above the figure, as if he were saying them, are 
the words, “For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
Power and the Glory forever.” To this America 
must be brought—in the midst of battle, she must 
be humbled in the sight of the Lord. 

After the Allied victories in New Guinea last 
December, General Douglas MacArthur said, “To 
Almighty God, for that guidance which has 
brought us to this success, we give hearty thanks. 
His, not ours, is the honor, and the power, and 
the glory.” To such humility all America must be 
brought, that when final victory arrives she shall 
acknowledge and bless the God from Whose hand 
success has come. 

I. America must be humbled before God, first of 
all, lest she be destroyed by God. 

Victory without humility would be the most 
damning thing that could come to this nation. 
Why? Because victory without humility would 
make us, who are already vain enough, the most 
unbearably proud nation on the face of the earth, 
and “Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty 
spirit before a fall.” 

Belshazzar, the king, made a great feast in his 
palace at Babylon. As he feasted, the hand of God 
appeared and wrote on the wall. Daniel, the 
prophet was summoned that he might interpret 
the writing. And Daniel stood before the king 
and said, “O King, the most high God gave Nebu- 


chadnezzar, thy father, a kingdom and majesty 
and glory and honor. And for the majesty that 
He gave him all people, nations, and languages 
trembled and feared before him. But when his 
heart was lifted up and his mind hardened in 
pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne and 
they took his glory from him. He was driven from 
the sons of men... his dwelling was with the wild 
asses... until he knew that the most high God 
ruled in the kingdoms of men. ‘But’, Daniel ac- 
cused, “Thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not 
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this: 
therefore, God hath numbered thy kingdom and 
hath finished it.” And we are told, “In that night 
was Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans, slain.” 
Because he humbled not his heart before God, 
he was destroyed by God. 

Uzziah, king of Judah, was copiously blessed 
of the Lord during the early years of his reign. 
God made him strong in engines of war and in 
the number of his mighty men of valor; and 
God gave him victory over all his enemies. But, 
the Word says, “When Uzziah was strong, his 
heart was lifted up to his destruction,” for God 
smote the king with leprosy and cut him off from 
the House of the Lord. 

In a similar fashion God has made America 
powerful in engines of war. She must beware lest, 
now that she is strong, her heart, like the heart 
of Uzziah, be lifted up to her destruction and she 
be cut off from before the Lord. 

Only a few days ago we saw the news-film en- 
titled, “Desert Victory”, which gives the actual, 
first-hand picture of the defeat of Rommel’s Army 
by the British in North Africa. The picture, pro- 
duced in England, is extremely inspiring and in- 
formative. It is thorough in every detail and pro- 
fusely annotated. But like America, it makes one 
fatal mistake—while glorying in the superiority 
of her leaders, her men, and her equipment, it 
gives not God the glory; yea, it fails even to men- 
tion Him to Whom the battle belongs. 

America today is glorying in her power to pro- 
duce, in the number of her engines of war, and 
the strength of her mighty men of valor. Daily 
her pride increases as she sees her Army meeting 
with success, her Air Force growing, and her 
Navy being enlarged. 

Oh, how we need men to stand up in our land 
today and say to the people of this country, as 
Moses did to the Children of Israel before they 
entered the Promised Land, ‘‘Beware, lest when 
this land is subdued before you, and victory is 
yours, you say in your heart, ‘My power and the 
might of mine hand has gotten me this’. For it 
shall be if you do say this through the pride of 
your heart, I testify this day that you shall surely 
perish.” 

National destruction follows national pride just 
as surely as night follows day. The only antidote 
of pride is humility. America, therefore, must be 
— else God in His own time shall destroy 
er, 


2. In the second place, America must be humbled 
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before God before she can be used of God. 


God must have some great task for America 
to perform. He has spared her in spite of blunder- 
ings and sin, and has blessed her above all the 
nations of the earth. Surely, at the peace table 
God would make of America a mighty witness 
for Him among the nations of the world. Surely, 
after the war with her wealth and her means 
of global communication and transportation God 
would use this nation for the spread of the Gospel 
of His Son to the ends of the earth and for the 
distribution of His Word to people who know it 
not. But before she can be used of God, America 
must be humbled before God. 

God had a great task for Israel to perform. He 
told Abraham, “Thou shalt be a blessing . . . and 
in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” Through this chosen nation God would 
make Himself and His salvation known. Through 
Israel He would bring redemption to the world. 
But before God could use that nation he must 
bring her through the bondage of Egypt and the 
captivity of Babylon that he might humble her. 

God also had a mission for Saul of Tarsus. Here 
was an educated, zealous young man through 
whom God would do great things. By him the Lord 
would send the Gospel to the Gentile world. But 
before Saul could be used of God, he must be 
humbled before God. And so, suddenly one day on 
the road to Damascus, we see this proud “Hebrew 
of the Hebrews” grovelling in the dust and 
trembling with fear. And we hear this man who 
before boasted in his own righteousness, now call- 
ing himself the chief of sinners. ’ 

Humility before God must precede service for 
God. 

In 1498 in Rome, Italy, there lived an artist of 
humble spirit, who in a letter to his father in 
Florence remarked: “I care nothing for the 
life and honors of this world. It is enough that I 
have bread, and that I live in the faith of Jesus 
Christ.”” Because of this humility, God was able to 
use greatly to His own glory the talents of this 
man. This man was Michelangelo. 

Captain Eddie Rickenbacker has for years been 
a very useful man in many ways. But God had a 
greater task for him to perform. It was God’s 
plan that this national hero should give, before 
the people who loved and respected him, a mighty 
testimony to the power of God to answer prayer 
and to save those who call upon Him. But before 
such a witness was given, God must humble him by 
22 days of drifting on the Pacific without food or 
water. “There”, this dashing auto-racer and World 
War ace confesses, “Frankly and humbly we 
prayed to God for deliverance.” Thus humbled by 


God, his testimony has been wonderfully used of - 


God. 

Rest assured that God has a great task for 
America to perform, a great service which through 
her He would render to the world. But this nation 
must be humbled before God before she can be 
used of God. , 

Therefore, hear me when I say it: America at 
this moment stands in crisis. A great choice is be- 
fore us. Here anew is Gerezim and Ebal—the 
blessing and the curse—to be greatly used of God 
or to be destroyed by God. And the thing that 
shall tip the scale is the presence or the absence 
of humility. 

But who shall humble this nation? Who shall 
sound the call to humility? 

3. In the third place, America must be humbled 
before God by the Prophets of God. 


It has always been the mission of God’s prophets 
in times of national crisis to humble the people 
before Him. 


Jeremiah lived in a time of crisis; Judah was in 
judgment. The armies of men were marching and 
the kingdoms of the world were falling. Two of 
the deciding battles of history had just been 
fought at Nineveh and at Carchemish, where 
Assyria and Egypt were crushed and where Baby- 
lon came to power. In the land of Judah, it was 
a day of idolatry and moral corruption. “My peo- 
ple have forgotten me days without number... 
they have all transgressed against me,” cried the 
Lord. The nation was quivering on the brink of 
a precipice, her fate was swinging in the balance- 
scale. Above the din and babel of many voices, 
like the clear notes of a trumpet, came the voice 
of the prophet sounding a call to humility, saying, 
“Humble yourselves.” 

Run through the whole list of the Old Testament 
prophets and you will find that in times of 
national crisis they all sounded a call to humility 
and repentance. God always sends His prophets to 
nations in crisis. 

One of the most decisive periods of American 
history was the 50 years which preceded our 
Declaration of Independence, when the vision of 
this nation was taking shape in the minds of her 
founders. It was during these years of crisis that 
the word of God was spoken in this land by two 
giants of the pulpit and prophets of God, Jonathan 
Edwards and George Whitefield, whose preaching 
melted the hearts of their hearers and brought on 
the Great Revival of that century. 

The period from 1933 to 1937 was a crucial 
time in Germany; for it was during these years 
that Adolf Hitler was gradually subjecting the 
hearts and souls of a bewildered and disillusioned 
people to his own diabolical will, and was estab- 
lishing the Third Reich. During these four years, 
when the destiny of the German nation was being 
decided, the voice of Martin Niemoeller, one of 
God’s greatest living prophets, was heard in that 
country calling the people, as he did in his last 
sermon, to obey God rather than man, to pledge 
sovereign allegiance only to the Lord of all the 
earth, and to bow the knee and humble the heart 
to Jesus Christ alone. 

Oh, Ministers of the Gospel and Elders of the 
Church, you and I are the prophets of God. Ours 
is the task of bringing America to her knees, of 
humbling this nation before the Lord. What a - 
glorious privilege and an awful responsibility God 
has placed upon us in calling us to be the leaders 
of his Church in a day like this, for this is an 
hour of crisis for this nation. The fate of America 
is swinging in the balance-scale. And the final 
destiny of this country is not in the hands of her 
military leaders or her politicians, but is in the 
hands of her prophets. 


We must, therefore, speed the work, we must 
work with an urgency, for mark this word—if 
America wins her victory without first being 
humbled, she is doomed! But if she is brought 
to her knees before God, she shall rise to great 
service for God. 

Oh, Prophets of the Living God, “Go and cry in 


the ears of Jerusalem Say unto the King 
and to the Queen, ‘Humble yourselves.’” Sound 
throughout all the land a call to humility! 

But how shall we perform so great a task? What 
can we say that will bring the men of this 
generation to humility? Thanks be to God that He 
has provided the message. 
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4. America, fourthly, must be humbled by the 
Preaching of Christ Crucified. 


The New Testament bears witness to the 
humbling power of the Crucified Christ. Jesus 
Himself said, “‘And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, shall draw all men unto me.” It was only 
when Thomas, the boasting doubter, stood before 
the slain and risen Savior that he cried in deep 
humility, “My Lord and my God.” It was the 
glorious sight of the crucified, resurrected Christ 
that struck Saul, the arrogant Pharisee, blind to 
the earth, humbling him as he journeyed to Da- 
mascus. 

The theme of Apostolic preaching was Christ 
Crucified. Surely this explains why the Holy Spirit 
so blessed their message to the men of that age. 
On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up in the 
midst of a mocking crowd in Jerusalem and 
preached a great sermon. As a result of that ser- 
mon 3,000 were humbled and confessed their sins 
to God. What was the theme of such a powerful 
sermon? This and this alone: Jesus Christ and Him 
Crucified. 

And from apostolic days until now, the preach- 
ing that the Holy Spirit has delighted to bless has 
been the preaching that had at its center the 
Cross of Christ. 

Spurgeon in a discourse entitled, “Sermons 
Likely to Win Souls,” says, “As for myself, I 
cannot preach anything else but Christ and His 
Cross; for I know nothing else, and long ago, like 
the Apostle Paul, I determined not to know any- 
thing save Jesus Christ and Him Crucified. 

General William Booth says, “The greatest 
preaching is ‘Damnation’ with the cross in the 
midst of it.” 

In his book, “The Christ of the Indian Road,” 
Dr. Stanley Jones says that when he first went 
out as a missionary to India he spent much of his 
time defending the Christian Church and western 
civilization and in explaining the Old Testament. 
He relates that he found himself fighting first 
behind Moses, then David, then Jesus, then Paul. 
This scattered ministry, he confesses, was fruit- 
less. “Then it was,” he concludes, “That I saw that 
I must shorten my line and take my stand at 
Christ, and before that non-Christian world refuse 
to know anything save Jesus Christ and Him 
Crucified.” ; 

Surely such confessions are commentaries on 
the fact that these three have been richly blessed 
of the Holy Spirit in humbling men before God. 

But, Fellow-laborers in the Gospel, the Church 
today is not the vital, change-effecting, heart- 
humbling agent of the Holy Spirit that she should 
be. And one of the main reasons for this deplor- 
able fact is that too little of our preaching has 
had the cross at its center. 

A new daily-devotional booklet, designed 
especially for soldiers and sailors, has recently 
come from the press. In it nearly 400 leading 
ministers and laymen of all denominations were 
given the opportunity to bring one message to the 
young men of this generation. Over 600,000 copies 
of this booklet have already been sold. How many 
of these writers do you suppose chose the Cross 
as their central theme? Only one! One out of 370! 

h, how can we preach at all if we preach not 
the cross? What message have we for this or any 
generation except Christ Crucified? The minister 
without the cross, Ryle says, is like a soldier with- 
out arms, like an artist without a brush, like a 
pilot without a compass. The cross is the only 
lever which has turned the world upsidedown 
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hitherto and made men forsake their sins. Neve 
was there a minister who did much for the cop. 
version of souls who did not dwell much on Chris 
Crucified. 

According to Eusebius, on the eve of the Battk 
of Milvian Bridge, just outside Rome in 312 AD, 
the Emperor Constantine saw in the sky at midday 
a vision of the Cross, and emblazoned upon ; 
were these words, “By this sign you shall cop. 
quer.”” Oh, prophets of God, only by the sign 
of the Crucified One shall you conquer the heart 
of men. Only by it shall you humble and thus save 
this country from destruction for the great tas 
which God has for her to perform. 

America must be humbled by the preaching of 
Christ Crucified. 

Go, therefore, and sound throughout all the land 
a call to humility. “Say unto the king and to the 
queen, ‘Humble yourselves.’” For America mus 
be humbled lest she be destroyed and before she 
can be used by God. America must be humbled 
by the prophets of God, preaching Christ Crucified, 
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Subs Can't Sink GOD 
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Dear Sir: 


I’m a sailor in the Merchant Marine and I'l] 
be pulling out in a few hours, but first I’ve got 


: . investis 
something I want to say. I came in here this morn- cieties, 
ing lonely as could be, and scared to death about rifles, 

sailing again. I wanted to talk to somebody pretty write | 
bad, so when the girl at the employment desk pecker, 
near the door said, “Hello,” I went in and askediM God’s 

her if she had a job for me. own sé 

She asked me to sit down for a few minutes, 

so I did, and she said she would try to get me one Yea, t 
when I got through with the one I have now. | And tl 


told her maybe there wouldn’t be jobs or anything lay 
afterward, that if a fellow could only be sure@ Even 
something would come through worth dying for, My K 
it wouldn’t be so bad. 


She smiled (she’s got a friendly kind of smile) It » 
and said, “That’s easy. Christ is ‘coming through, ™"* 
and He’s worth dying for.” are te 


I was so surprised that I just sat and looked at wm 
her. She talked like He was alive and a good pal by sh 
of hers. I sort of expected to see Him walk in the Bithe 
door, it was so real. I was only there about tenM hirg . 
minutes, and I don’t know why, but her talking Bi men | 
like that did something to me. I’m not lonely any Band } 


more and I’m not afraid. It was like she had said, B Pathe 
“T want to make you acquainted with my friend 


not 
Jesus. You ought to get to know each other, since : 
He’ll be going your way.” “Mig 
I’m nineteen and I never knew before now that May 


there was a God like that who would go along with 
a fellow. It doesn’t matter so much now if my™ For 
ship goes down, and I go down, as long as there's Thr 
a God that no “sub” can sink—one that won't Wir 
ever change from what’s right, even if the wat Ble: 
goes on forever! 


I wanted to tell that girl in the employment Tenr 
room, “Thank you,” but I didn’t want her to think ¥ ‘tan 
of me as being “fresh”. Maybe you could tell her™ Lord 
for me—and thank you and the “Y”. Was 

Respectfully and gratefully yours. [Rj kno. 
(Signed) JOE, fusef 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Sparrow - Soldier - Sailor 


Not One Shall Fall Without Your Father 


(Matthew X:29) 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


A boy drew a careful bead on the bird, the rifle 
cracked — nothing more than a twig dropped. 
“Dad”, said the boy, “he jumped just as I fired.” 
In Jesus’ day sparrows were so plentiful and meat 
so scarce that it was supplemented with sparrows. 
The huckster sold them two for a farthing, but if 
one bought two “farthing-worth” he threw in an 
extra sparrow to close the deal... five for two 
farthings. Looking out over this tremendous 
slaughter of sparrows, our Lord declared that not 
one of them shall fall to the ground without your 
Father. Even that extra sparrow that the dealer 
throws in for good measure is not forgotten in 
the sight of God. 


God's Care For The Sparrow 

Birds have many dangers to meet: boys and 
squirrels and cats and dogs and wind and rain 
and freeze and other birds. They sow not neither 
do they reap, yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. They are the cheapest meat in the Pales- 
tinian market, but not one of them falls without 
your Father. God has given them many means of 
protection: wings and plumage and singing voices. 
Sometimes he puts it in the hearts of people to 
investigate the bird life, organize Audubon so- 
cieties, shoot them with cameras rather than with 
rifles, discover their usefulness to the farmer, 
write books for little boys about Reddy the Wood- 
pecker, or articles for the Readers’ Digest on 
God’s Tiny Poultry. Sometimes God opens His 
own sanctuary to them. 


Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house, 

And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may 
lay her young, 

Even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, 

My King, and my God. 


It may be that the fire power of our shot guns 
are as tremendous to a bird as the block-busters 
are to a man. And then our heavy artillery is as 
deadly to birds as it is to soldiers. On one of the 
monuments at Gettysburg is a tree, its limbs torn 
by shot and shrapnel, but nestled against its trunk 
the sculptor has carved a nest with a mother 
bird nestling her fledglings under her wing. The 
men of that regiment remembered just this scene 
and had it carved upon their memorial. God, our 
Father, does care for His birds of the heaven and 
hot one is forgotten by Him. 


“Mighty God while angels bless Thee, 
ay a mortal lisp Thy Name? 


For Thy providence, that governs 
Thro’ Thine empire’s wide domain, 
Wings an angel, guides a sparrow, 
Blessed be Thy gentle reign.” 


Tennyson wished to know the flower in the 
cranied wall, root and all, and all in all. Our 
Lord was wiser. He saw that complete knowledge 
Was the prerogative of God alone, but that such 
knowledge as we had of flowers might be very 
useful to us. If God clothe the lilly of the field 


which today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven, 
shall He not much more clothe you? When God 
takes such pains with the dainty but fragile flower, 
shall He not number the very hairs of our dear 
boys’ heads? 


There’s not a plant or flower below 
But makes Thy glories known; 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
By orders from Thy throne. 
Creatures as numerous as they be 
Are subject to Thy care. 


In a state guard manoeuver, an army truck was 
moving a unit of troops over a dirt road. In 
making a sharp curve the wheels were caught in 
the sand and the truck overturned. All honor to 
the steady hands of the army driver who kept 
the truck in the road. But as Lieutenant Jim 
Whittaker confessed “other hands than mine” 
bent the oars in the last hard pull to the island, 
so the Georgia guardsmen confess God’s hand over 
man’s in keeping that truck from careening into 
the ditch and crushing many occupants. 

An anxious family circle were talking over the 
illness which seemed about to terminate in the 
death of one of our most loved ministers. Perhaps, 
this thing ought to have been done differently, 
perhaps that would have saved him. In the end 
the conversation came back to Him whose eye is 
on the sparrow. We realized anew that the Father 
who feedeth the sparrows does not forget His chil- 
dren. Our beloved fellow minister may pass to be 
with that Christ whom he has preached for fifty 
years now, but not without our Father. He that 
numbers the stars and watches the sparrows has 
not forgotten His servant. 


His Eye Is On The Sparrow And He 
Values Each Boy More Than 
Many Sparrows 

Each of the four Gospel references to God’s 
care of the birds draws the inference that we are 
of more value than many sparrows. Indeed, this 
lesson is on the face of the practice of selling 
sparrows to feed men. God allowed men to eat 
animal food following the flood. Jesus did not re- 
buke the selling of sparrows. There in Palestine 
in that day, as in many famine stricken parts of 
Eurasia in our day, the meat of tiny sparrows was 
keeping soul and body together for starving peo- 
ple. The sea-swallow that perched on Ricken- 
backer’s hat in answer to prayer was the first 
food those seven Americans had after the last 
orange was gone. Following the sea bird, God sent 
a school of little fish and rain from heaven. His 
hands were outstretched in merey and He brought 
them safely through those three gruelling weeks 
—yes and by His hand of mercy led at least some 
of them to repentance and salvation. 

Many sparrows fall that man may live, yet not 
one of them falls without your Father. Many 
of our finest lads are falling today that liberty 
may last and slavery be broken. They have gone 
forth at the call of the Chief Magistrate as min- 
isters of God to execute wrath upon those that 





Page 12 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL June 1943 


— 





do evil. They are so much more precious than 
many sparrows that the very hairs of their heads 
are numbered. Not one of them falls without our 
Father. Let us not fool ourselves as to the dangers 
or the probable casualty lists. On the other hand 


that other experience that is coming to some 
during these heart-rending days and, in one form 
or another, comes to each home. Either they go oy 
to be with the Lord, or we go on before. The young 





let us not exaggerate these probabilities. The large 
number of enemy troops surrendered in North 


Africa suggests that many do survive even the 
deadliest of modern weapons. For our loved lads 
let us take refuge anew under the shadow of His 
wings, for a mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark 


never failing. 


When the son who had been her main stay on 
many occasions was winging his way over the At- 


lantic, whether by boat or by plane she knew not, 


a mother entered the sanctuary at the midday 
hour of praise and lifted her heart in this prayer: 


Eternal Father! strong to save, 
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 
Who bidst the mighty ocean deep, 
Its own appointed limits keep; 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea! 
* * * * 


O Trinity of love and pow’er! 

Our brethren shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them, wheresoe’er they go, 
And ever let there rise to Thee 

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 


A few days later the wire came of this son’s 


safe arrival in Britain. 


God's Care Is A Cail To Fear Him 
And Own His Christ 


This is not merely the writer’s inference, it is 
our Lord’s own conclusion of the matter as given 
both in Matthew ten and in Luke twelve. We are 
not to give undue concern to our food or our rai- 
ment, God feeds the birds and clothes the flowers. 
We are not to fancy that by our forethought we 
can add one cubit unto the measure of our own 


or our boy’s life. We are not to fear the earthly, 


visible foes that can only destroy the body and 
are unable to touch the soul. We are to fear Him 
who can destroy both body and soul in Hell. We 
are to fear Him who holds eternity as well as time 
in His grasp, who rules in the armies of heaven 
and among men, who kills and makes alive, whose 
hand none can stay or say unto Him, what doest 


Thou? 


O but make trial of His love 
Experience will decide 

How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in His truth confide 

Fear Him ye saints, and you will then 
Have nothing else to fear. 

Make but His service your delight 
Your wants will be His care. 


Our human eyes can no longer watch over the 
lads who used to play in our yards. We can only 
trust them to Him that neither slumbers nor sleeps. 
In this matter of protecting our boys through the 
icy North, the shark infested South seas, or from 
bombs, shot and shell, we must walk by faith. We 
cannot walk by sight. We can only trust our 
brothers and sons to God and pray the Father to 
keep them and bring them back home again. And 
in a way this experience of trust is a parable of 


are dying and the old must die. In either case the 
ones left behind walk by faith, not by sight. They 
look forward, like that Christian mother who wrote 
MY SON and FAITH, to the Resurrection morn, 
Christ both died and rose again that He might 
be the Lord both of the dead and of the living, 
If we are left to wrestle with God while our 
loved ones have gone on before over the brook 
that we call death, we sorrow not as those that 
have no hope. Many of our boys shall come troop. 
ing home after the sad war is over. And those 
who sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him when 
He comes in His Resurrection Glory. 


Since in this present experience of separation 

we must entrust our most precious ones to His 
keeping, and in that experience of death our souls 
are wholly dependent on His power and His grace, 
let us realize that God—God alone—is the one to 
fear. There is nothing awful save the wrath of 
God. And just because that is awful, God has 
bowed the heavens and come down in His mercy 
for us men and for our salvation. Christ took our 
human nature that in it he might bear our sins in 
His own body on the tree. By one draught He 
drank damnation dry. He was delivered up for our 
offenses and raised for our justification. There is 
one God and one Mediator between God and man, 
the Man Christ Jesus. When we appear before God 
clothed in His Righteousness we stand faultless 
before the Throne. If thou shalt believe in thine 
heart that God raised Him from the dead and 
confess the Lord Jesus with thy lips, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness and with the lips confession is made 
unto salvation. 
_ In a small country church in Alabama a mi- 
ister was preaching on that extra sparrow that the 
Jewish marketeer threw in to make the deal. 
The sparrow that the buyer demanded to seal 
the trade, that the seller didn’t count was re 
membered by God. In the back of the auditorium 
was a tenant woman whose life had been soiled. She 
had become a mother without becoming a wife. 
She thought no one could care for her life. But if 
God remembers that extra sparrow, surely He 
thinks of me. And then like a great tidal wave the 
message of the Gospel of His love enveloped her 
soul with the revelation of just how much more 
valuable she was than many sparrows. For her 
God had not spared His only begotten Son, but 
had freely offered Him up for her salvation. And 
the Father’s seeking, saving love made her a 
daughter of the King that day. Some weeks later 
when the call went out to raise funds to repair the 
Church, this woman came to a farmer and asked 
a job that she might earn her part for the Church. 
He replied that he had no job that he would ask 
a woman to do. She replied that she would take a 
man’s job, and donning a pair of boots she cleaned 
out a barn. Later this farmer, as treasurer of the 
Church, received back the same dollar he had 
given her for the menial task. 


She confessed Christ with her lips, with her 
labors, and with the gift of the widow’s mite, and 


the Son of Man will confess her before the angels 
of God. 


*Professor in Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 
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The Intolerance Of Jesus 


By Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D.* 


“And he said unto them, go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned.” 
(Mark 16:15,16 A.R.V.). 


The genius of Christianity is its uniqueness. It 
is not just another of the great religions. It claims 
to be the only true, sure way of life. This way is 
open, with a world-wide love beckoning. Yet, in 
honesty, Christianity must declare—“There is no 
other name.” 


There are sinister movements of thought in the 
world today. One of them is found in misrepre- 
sentations and over-statements concerning the 
true significance of tolerance. This view is attrac- 
tive and fatal. It seems to leave as its residue— 
anything that anybody honestly believes is all 
right for them. For Christianity to claim that it 
is final and unique, would clearly mark it as 
intolerant, narrow, bigoted. This movement puts a 
heavy burden on fearless and sincere Christianity. 
God’s ambassadors are apt to be misrepresented 
as meddlers, self-intoxicated, arrogant, intolerant. 


Then there is a second movement which is close- 
ly related. This is the course of the self-styled 
broadminded people. They are looking for good 
in very religion and they proclaim that the highest 
religion is a composite of the best in all. It 
is an assembled religion. It is a religion which is 
integrated according to human findings. In such 
an atmosphere as this for one religion to claim 
uniqueness is to be guilty of a spirit hostile to 
brotherhood and to be marked by false pride and 
ill manners. 

In olden days it was customary for a King to 
force and fix his religion upon his subjects by 
duress. Those refusing were subject to persecution, 
even death. Over against such, religious tolerance 
has grown up through the years,—holding aloft 
a torch of clear and shining light. In this light, 
each man has the right guaranteed by every other 
man to worship according to the dictates of his 
own conscience. This is religious liberty—a God- 
given boon. Religion of the spirit can not be 
enforced by the sword. Christianity, the unique 
religion, is also the creator of economic, civil, and 
religious liberty and has defended this liberty 
until it has gained a permanent place in the 
thought and life of enlightened nations. 

Entirely compatible with the above are the 
unique claims of Christianity and its ceaseless im- 
pact upon the world. If the spread of Christianity 
among men of other religions, and all men have 
a religion, had been viewed as bigotry, and a mark 
of false pride and an absence of tolerance, then 
there would have been no spread of Christianity. 
When Christ came there were no Christians in the 
full sense of the term: and there never would have 
been had not Christianity moved “into all the 
world” proclaiming its salvation “to every 
creature” and receiving men of all races. 


The very genius of Christianity is its intolerance 
of superstition, error, false faith, insufficient 
light, uncertain hope. The fundamental claim of 
Christianity is that it is from God, the one God. 
the only true God, authenticated by Jesus Christ, 
His Divine Son. As such it is the one, true, uni- 
versal religion. If there are other Saviours, if 


there are other paths that lead to God, if there 
are other faiths that are just as good, then Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, was either deceived or a 
deceiver, or both. The Christ of the Gospels can 
not share His throne with any rival. 

To the race, feeling after God, on the quest for 
life and hope, Jesus says, “The Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
To the race, whose spiritual destiny rests upon 
their Spiritual choice, Jesus with deepest com- 
passion cries, ‘He that believeth not is condemned 
already.”’ Here we begin to see the intolerance of 
Jesus. 

To the fine religionist, the strong and patient 
moralist, Nicodemus, Jesus says “Ye must be born 
again.” Such a claim falling upon the ears of 
religionists today would brand Him as a meddler, 
a high-powered bigot, an insane egotist, for it re- 
veals the intolerance of Jesus. 

To the nations eating at the table of their gods, 
Jesus says, “I am the bread of life. Your fathers 
did eat—and are dead. I am the living bread— 
if any man eat—he shal] live—’’. Jesus, seated by 
Jacob’s well, retorts, “‘Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again. Whosoever drinketh of 
the water I shall give shall never thirst.” Jesus 
is here claiming, in clear simplicities, to have the 
only food and drink, the only soul food and soul 
drink for hungry-hearted humanity—the intoler- 
ance of Jesus. 

To weary, heavy laden pilgrims, traveling their 
several ways to God and peace, Jesus says “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me.” Men may 
come unto religion, unto high office in holy 
brotherhoods, unto veneration and sainthood in 
the eyes of their followers, but there’s only one 
way for men to get to God, the Father. Just one 
way and that way is Jesus Christ, the Divine 
Saviour. The intolerance of Jesus. 

To His own people, with their holy God-given 
rites and ceremonies, Jesus, through His tears 
cried, “If ye believe not that I am He ye shall die 
in your sins.”’ This is the voice, of love, the voice 
of the love of God, the voice of love suffering 
to the uttermost. This is the voice of honest love. 
How it cuts straight across the maudling message 
of today. There is a terrible tendency abroad to 
blur realities, to blink those things that God has 
presented in boldest relief, to water down the 
reality and tragedy of sin and to silence the testi- 
mony concerning the wages of sin as death, perma- 
nent and changeless separation from God. This 
tendency clashes with the frankness and firmness 
of Jesus’ words—the intolerance of Jesus. 

The human body is intolerant of all poison and 
foreign elements. It summons all its powers to 
counteract their danger or to isolate them and 
neutralize their harmful presence—the intoler- 
ance of the human body. 

Nothing is more intolerant than love. Think of 
the love of a father for his daughter; the love of 
any mother for her son. Such love will not tolerate 
anything but the noblest, purest, finest, sweetest, 
—the best. It is intolerant of all that can spoil, 
hurt, or injure the life that is the object of its 
affection—the intolerance of love. 

The intolerance of truth is manifest. We so 
often quote the words of Christ, “Ye shall know 
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the truth and the truth shall make you free.” 
Educational institutions and movements inaptly 
lay hold of this quotation and often abridge or 
distort its true significance. When do we know 
the truth? Under what circumstances does the 
truth give freedom? In the verse preceding: ‘“‘Then 
said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, 
If ye continue in my Word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.’ Quotations lifted 
out of their context can be easily exploited against 
their real significance. Mark this freedom. The 
truth makes men free, free to what? Free to know 
and to do the truth. That’s all. Truth does not and 





can not make men free to follow any error, any- 
where—the intolerance of truth. 


The intolerance of Jesus is a tonic to every sin- 
cere and loyal heart. It lifts our standards of life 
above our own findings and is not dependent upon 
human approval or selection. The mind and the 
soul of man pant for finality, look for authority, 
rest upon holiness. These we find only and com- 
pletely in Jesus Christ, the Divine Son of God and 
the only Saviour of Men. 


*Pastor of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, Ga. 





Sovereignty And Freedom 


(Continued) 


The Hardening Of Pharoah’s Heart 


By Rev. R. F. Gribble, D.D.* 

In studying the problem of Pharoah’s hardening 
as also any other matter in Scripture, two methods 
of procedure should be kept in mind. First, the 
record should be examined. It is so easy to take 
hearsay or follow erroneous tradition when we 
deal with the Bible. Second, “Scripture must be 
interpreted by Scripture’: each part must be con- 
sidered in the light of the whole. : 


To begin with, we look then at what is written. 
It appears that God said he would harden the 
heart of Pharoah. (Exodus 4:21, of which this 
paper might be termed an exposition, 7:3, 14:4). 
Also, according to the record God did harden the 
man’s heart. (9:12; 10:1,20,27; 11:10; 14:8). This 
sounds hard indeed; but by the principle noted 
above, we must face the facts. It should be kept 
in mind that the case of Pharoah is not essentially 
unique: others also have been hardened. And har- 
dening is on the one hand referred to man. 
(“Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts... ?” 
I Samuel 6:6). Also at times this effect contem- 
plates man as active (Hebrews 3:8,15); and at 
others, it views man as passive (Hebrews 13:13). 
On the other hand, the hardening has direct refer- 
ence to God. (For it was of the Lord to harden 
their hearts ... ” Josh. 11:20). In this connection 


it has been pointed out that God exerts at least 


four kinds of influence over wicked men: restrain- 
ing, as in the case of Abimelech of Gerar, soften- 
ing, as in the instance of Cyrus and Israel’s re- 
turn, directing, as noted in the actions of Joseph’s 
brothers, and hardening, as in the story before us 
now. And then again, hardening (or some process 
parallel in principle) is noted as pertaining both 
to man and to God, and even in the same instance 
(Zech. 7:14). 

Now, looking at the second of the two cautions 
mentioned above, I remark that one should take 
the broad view of the case, lest one get a warped 
idea of God. Here it should be remembered that 
while the Scriptures represent God as Absolute 
Sovereign, yet at the same time He is presented as 
absolutely just and always loving (concerned for 
man’s highest welfare). The hardening does no 
violence to God’s love and justice. 1. He offers sal- 
vation to all freely (Isa. 55:1; Ezk. 33:11; II Pet. 
3:9; ete.). 2. He desires not the destruction of 
any. (II Chron. 36:15; Jon. 3:16; ete.). The 


rigidity of foreordination and election is relieved 
by the universal call. (Isa. 46:10 and Eph. 1:4,11, 
over against Matt. 11:25 and John 6:37, etc.) 
3. In the case of Pharoah, a number of statements 
show that God’s Justice was tempered with 
patience and longsuffering. For example, many 
outward means were employed to induce Pharoah 
to yield: proof of God’s right, warning before 
plagues, removal of suffering; and only after the 
sixth plague is God brought into connection with 
the hardening. Again, Pharoah has sufficient light: 
he knew against Whom he was contending; thus 
he saw the distinction between his and God’s 
people; he acknowledged Jehovah’s sovereignty in 
his asking the removal of the scourge; he was ad- 
vised by his magicians that “this was the finger 
of God’; his people begged him to concede; he 
himself acknowledged his error (9:27; 10:16,17). 
4. It seems most unlikely that Scripture writers, 
both in the Old and in the New Testaments would 
stress Pharoah’s case as being for the glory of 
God, if it was so dealt with by the Lord as to 
Ca in bad light. (e.g. Ex. 9:16 and Rom. 
Uti?) 

Now we return to Exodus 4:21. The next gen- 
eral phase of the problem is in answer to the 
question: Why does the record thus indicate that 
God hardened the heart of Pharaoh? 


1. It is harmonious with the general method of 
Scriptural presentation, and it is a particularly 
notable characteristic of Hebrew Theology, as also 
an idiomatic peculiarity of their language, that 
everything is referrable to God as the First Cause. 
Was there a bountiful harvest in Israel? It is 
not the seasonable rains, nor the healthy seed, nor 
the good cultivation: it is God Who gave the re- 
sults. Was there among the chosen people a prophet 
who deceived? It was God Who sent that prophet. 
Did Israel err from His ways? It is God Who 
made them to err. Did the Jewish leaders condemn 
the Lord to death? It is God Who foreordained it. 
If men do not love the truth, it is God Who sends 
strong delusion that they should believe a lie. 
These allusions indicate that for the Hebrews there 
were no secondary causes to which appeal was 
made: God filled the horizon; and that was for 
them enough. 


2. In Pharaoh’s case, the peculiar method of 
reference is in part to encourage Moses. He was 
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fugitive, timid, largely unknown after forty years 
absence: Pharaoh was the mightiest monarch of 
his day. The Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on 
Exodus presents the following: “In spite of the 
hardening by the Lord, this was but the counter- 
part (or complement) of Pharaoh’s hardening his 
own heart. In 4:21 the former aspect alone is pre- 
sented, because the object was not only to prepare 
Moses for the opposition he would encounter, but 
also principally to strengthen his weak faith and 
to remove at the outset every ground for question- 
ing the absolute omnipotence of Jehovah.” If 
Jehovah was behind the matter, then nothing could 
hinder the plans revealed to Moses: all things 
would but contribute to His great ends. Thus, 
when Pharaoh refuses, let Moses remember: “It 
is I Who have hardened his heart.” Psalm 103 


comes to mind: “He made known His ways unto 
Moses.” 


The third major division in this paper is: How 
God hardened the heart of Pharaoh. We can best 
judge the meaning of this hardening by noting 
how it was accomplished. And before that, the 
significance of hardening should be understood. 
There is no idea of debauching here. The cardio- 
sclerosis is to be understood figuratively. “Heart,” 
in Hebrew thought, is the seat of life, the affec- 
tions, emotions; and then, reason, and even, will. 
So that God hardened the monarch “not in wicked- 
ness, against his will, but in nerve to do his own 
will; it was not against penitence, but against 
prudence.” And if in order to destroy him, Pharaoh 
was first made mad, even that was by ordinary 
processes, and by no arbitrary or artificial method. 

1. God is the author of law. There is a law of 
the mind, that truth resisted, makes obdurate to 
one who rejects it. Remember that every law, 
whether physical or moral, has two possibilities, 
contingent on its acceptance and proper usage, 
and on its rejection. It is to be understood then 
that Pharaoh, by his own voluntary conduct, 
put himself under the operation of that invariable 
law according to which a man’s heart becomes 
harder as he resisted the good and the right. ‘“‘Inas- 
much therefore as Pharaoh resisted he hardened 
himself: inasmuch as the law with reference to 
which he acted, was God’s law, God hardened.” 
By careful examination it will be discovered that 
there are here two aspects of hardening, the 
apparently contradictory assertions being in per- 
fect harmony. From some now unknown source 
comes the thought that the act in question belongs 
to Pharaoh as the moral agent by whose intention 
it was performed. It also belonged to God as 
the Designer, Creator, and supreme Governor of 
the universe, of which free agents and their 
voluntary actions form a part. For illustration, if 
one plants weed seeds in his garden and weeds 
spring up, the fault is his for so doing; but in an- 
other, though not contradictory, sense, the fact 
of weeds is chargeable to God Who sends sunshine 
and rain, and without Whose beneficence no seeds 
would grow at all. Or again, when a shadow is 
cast by my body as I come near ‘to bright light, it 
depends upon by viewpoint as to whether the 
shadow is due to myself or to the light. In these 
illustrations we have the same process, but two 
views of it. Let none suppose that God singled out 
Pharaoh, and said that he would harden his heart, 
and then proceeded to do it willy nilly. That is a 
monstrous supposition. On the other hand let none 
think that he can escape the inevitable operation 
of law: as we resist impressions to the right, we 


become less and less susceptible to them. 

2. God furnished the occasion. In general, He 
set the stage in this transaction. It is neither 
necessary nor proper to assume that God produced 
directly any stubborness in Pharaoh. The ruler of 
Egypt was petulant, self-willed, arrogant. God 
arranged the circumstances which gave oppor- 
tunity for Pharoah to demonstrate the more clear- 
ly his self-will. Thus, God hardened his heart by 
ordering the conditions before which Pharaoh 
manifested and made the more obdurate his native 
passions. 

Let us take a positive parallel to this. To say 
that God hardened the man’s heart is no more 
arbitrary, tyrannical, or unconscionable, than is 
the opposite. Thus when the Scripture speaks of 
God’s saving a man, or a nation (e.g. Israel), we 
understand that this is done through means. 
Romans 10 gives us the classic presentation of 
means or steps in this process. When God hardens 
Pharaoh or when He redeems Israel, the human 
element of freedom is involved; and no violence is 
done to individual liberty nor to free choice, so 
far as the consciousness of the person is con- 
cerned. If then we object to “hardening”, by the 
same argument we should also object to “saving”’. 

It is therefore a Hebraistic expression to say 
that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart by command- 
ing him to let the people go. Similarly, it was by 
sending judgments that He hardened the man. 
The Biblical text gives illustration here. In Exodus 
7:3, there is found: “I will harden his heart and 
multiply my signs and wonders.” This Hebraism 
is equivalent to saying: “I will hearden his heart 
by multiplying ...”’ There is a similar idea in the 
New Testament, John 15:22-24. Here, in fair 
equivalence, so far as the principle is concerned, 
it could be said that God made men to sin by send- 
ing His Son into the world. Exactly parallel is 
I Pet. 2:6,7, where God’s laying in Zion the 
corner-stone is the reason for the condemnation 
of unbelievers. Therefore God condemned them! 

3. A third manner in which God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, which is near to the center of the 
whole matter, is by withdrawing His Spirit. Since 
God owes nothing to any man, and inasmuch as 
all His blessings are out of His Sovereign Grace, 
He may withdraw His sustaining power as He 
will. From what we know of God and of history, 
God does not withdraw His Spirit until the indi- 
vidual first and persistently rejects the offers of 
mercy. But we do know that one can sin away 
one’s day of grace. But after all, here is nothing 
positive which would do violence to any human 
individualism. As in Romans 1:21f, if there is 
persistent rejection of light, and as there is refusal 
to act in accord with revelation and conscience, 
there comes the shutting of the door. Ice is man- 
factured simply by taking away heat; Let none 
think that there is aught radically strange, or 
bizarre, or necessarily revolting in the “strange” 
case of Pharaoh. To search the matter through is 
to understand enough for practical purposes, which 
is the great objective of Biblical teaching. Pharaoh 
is but the exaggerated reflection of every man, 
as though one looked into a convex mirror. 

Here then again, we are face to face with that 
imponderable of revelation: God’s Sovereignty and 
man’s agency. The Bible affords sufficient light 
on the stupendous fact of God’s Absolute Sover- 
eignty for mankind to understand without the 
shadow of doubt that God is on the throne. But 
in connection with many of the loci that stress 
this, there is also unequivocal emphasis on man’s 
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obligation and responsibility. We are given then 
no excuse: we cannot throw off on the score 
of “fatalism.” We can but conclude that if and 
as anyone accepts the offers of grace, such one 
is by that very fact shown to be of the elect. 
And to this we must cling because we cannot, and 
indeed, as guided and informed by the Scriptures, 
need not, believe that God is any other than per- 
sonified Love, which love He continuously exer- 
cises, while being at the same time infinitely and 
absolutely just. 

Suppose God were not Sovereign, what then? 
Then indeed “everyman for himself and the Devil 
take the hindmost.” Then indeed might would 
make right. Then the Adversary would have hope 
of ultimately gaining the whip hand. Then force 
were the court of final resort. Then the gates of 
Hell would prevail. Suppose we were compelled 
to believe in a second rate God? Then His wisdom 
might be ever so remarkable, but of no abiding 
significance. Then His power would be mockery; 
His justice would be of no avail; His goodness 
without point. His truth would be impotent. And 
what, think you, would become of His creatures? 
The purposes of Grace would be rendered null 
and void. None would be safe here or hereafter: 
life would be fearful indeed. _ 

od’s 


If we should contemplate Sovereignty 











only, we would shrink from Him, the Awful Po- 
tentate. We would be in terror as fearful as our 
dread would be if He were less than Sovereign! But 
the same source of our knowledge of His Sover. 
eignty assures of His virtues. Where we discover 
Omnipotence, we meet also mercy to match it. If 
we are driven from Him by the thought of His 
awful Majesty, we are drawn to Him by the assur. 
ance of His matchless and infinite compassion. ‘The 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth”; but that Lord 
God’s very name is Love. If God is not Sovereign, 
He is nothing! Surely they are right who say: 
Between Sovereignty and Atheism, there is no 
stopping-place. The inexorable justice of the 
Sovereign God is counterbalanced by the infinite 
compassion of the God of Grace, of History. The 
former cannot, the latter will not, excuse re- 
sponsible man, who by the testimony of his inner 
consciousness, has the power of choice. Here is 
our safety, physical and spiritual, here our present 
peace and future hope. And though these two lines 
are projected beyond our horizon as parallel and 
— faith is unflinching that they meet 
in God. 


*Professor in Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Austin, Tex. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


“IN THE VANGUARD” 
By Mrs. J. J. Stephenson, Jr.* 


In the Vanguard! That is the subject for the 
July Inspirational program of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary. “Vanguard” in military parlance means 
troops that march out in front of an army. 
Such a phrase used as the topic for an inspirational 
program in a Woman’s Auxiliary has no doubt 
caused some questioning on the part of many 
who have read it, but any title that arouses ad- 
vance interest is a program well begun. 


The outstanding thought to be brought home 
to the members during the month of July is that 
the missionary has been “out in front” at work 
for Christ, following his lead into all parts of 
the world. An ambassador of Truth, he has been 
the means of making Christ known to thousands 
of people, and through Him they have been given 
hope for the unknown future. Steadily and surely 
for years there has been developing around the 
world through the work of the missionary a Chris- 
tian fellowship so that today there is that one 
thread still binding a broken world together. 


Never before perhaps in the history of the world 
has the missionary been recognized for his service 
by so many people. Even those who have not been 
interested in missions are beginning to appreciate 
the tremendous good that has been wrought by 
those in the vanguard. The importance of Ameri- 
can schools and hospitals in foreign countries, 
(organized by the churches of this country) are 


July Auxiliary Meeting 





for the first time being given world-wide acclaim. 
Letters from our men in Service, who are over- 
seas, daily relate instances of kind treatment at 
the hands of the missionaries, and of the service 
rendered by mission hospitals in various countries; 
news broadcasts from all over the world and 
radio news commentators speak of the excellence 
of mission schools and hospitals. 


A leaflet bearing the title “In the Vanguard,” 
prepared by Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, furnishes the in- 
formation to be used in the development of this 
program. Under four different subtitles he portrays 
the missionary in the different phases of his 
service: 


In the Vanguard as Ambassador of Truth. He 
goes out into the world to bear witness to the 
truth—goes with a conviction and a message that 
this is God’s world. He presents to men a personal 
intelligence back of all life, one with a divine will 
and a moral nature. He teaches that such a God 
is intimately aware of and concerned with the life 
of each one of us, and that the aim of man must 
be to seek to know and do God’s holy will. In the 
Vanguard, yes, for surely his is pioneer work; 


In the Vanguard as an Exponent of a New Life. 
Wherever the missionary has gone he has opposed 
all existing evils which are fatal to wise com- 
merce; he has established higher standards of per- 
sonal purity; he has fostered the suppression of 
slave trade and slave traffic. In other words, he 
has shown that where and when life is related to 
God, and men begin to conceive of themselves as 
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made in His image, there comes a new evaluation 
of life itself and its responsibility. 


In the Vanguard as an Apostle of Freedom. 
“The equality of man with man before his God is a 
product and axiom of the Christian message.” 
History throughout the Bible rests upon and is 
conditioned by individuals. Man was not made 
merely for the state; the state exists for him. The 
following statement from Dr. Albert Einstein re- 
yeals the place the Church and her missionaries 
have occupied in standing for Freedom of the 
individual: “Being a lover of freedom, when the 
revolution came, I looked to the universities to de- 
fend it, knowing that they had always boasted of 
their devotion to the cause of truth; but no, the 
universities were immediately silenced. Then I 
looked to the great editors of the newspapers 
whose flaming editorials in days gone by had 
proclaimed their love of freedom, but they, like the 
universities, were silenced in a few short weeks. 
Then I looked to the individual writers who as 
literary guides of Germany had written much and 
often concerning the place of freedom in modern 
life; but they too were mute. Only the Churches 
stood squarely across the path of Hitler’s cam- 
paign for suppressing truth. I never had any spe- 
cial interest in the Church before, but now I feel 
a great affection and admiration because the 
Church alone has had the courage and persistence 
to stand for intellectual truth and moral freedom. 
I am foreed thus to confess that what I once 
despised I now praise unreservedly.” And when 
the nations gather to sit about a table planning 
for peace and its vital principles, the pioneer work 
of the missionary in all lands must there be relied 
upon for a common understanding of the absolute 
concepts on which alone peace can be formed. 


In the Vanguard as the Creator of a Fellowship. 
One has only to recall to mind the work of the 
International Missionary Council in the support 
of “Orphaned Missions” to be reminded that the 
Church and the missionary are creators of fellow- 
ship. When the Archbishop of York was elevated 
to the See of Canterbury recently he used these 
words with regard to the present world Christian 
fellowship: “No human agency has planned this. 
It is the result of the great missionary enterprise 
of the last 150 years. Neither the missionaries nor 
those who sent them out were aiming at the 
creation of a world-wide fellowship, interpretating 
the nations, bridging the gulfs between them, and 
supplying the promise of a check to their rivalries. 
The aim for nearly the whole period was to preach 
the Gospel to as many individuals as could be 
reached, so that those who were won to disciple- 
ship should be put in the way of eternal salvation. 
Almost incidentally, the great world fellowship 
has arisen from that enterprise. But it has arisen; 
it is the great new fact of our time.” 


The Christian missionary has always been in 
the vanguard, out in front in his world. That is 
where all of us as Christians must always be. 
There can be no salvation for any land that does 
not include every land. The total mastery of us 
all by Jesus Christ is the only totalitarianism to 
Which we wish to be subjected. 


*On the staff of the Woman’s Work -Commit- 
tee, Atlanta, Ga. 


Looking Ahead To Montreat 


Woman's Auxiliary Training 
School — July 7-14, 1943. 


Plans for the Woman’s Auxiliary Training 
School at Montreat have gone forward, and an 
unusually fine program of study, inspiration, and 
Christian fellowship is offered this year. Though 
attendance may necessarily be smaller than usual 
on account of difficulties and curtailment in ci- 
vilian travel, it is the hope of those in charge of 
the program, that the Auxiliary leaders, respon- 
sible for the direction of Woman’s Work in 
Synodical and Presbyterial Auxiliaries, will be 
= to come and, where possible, loca] leaders, 
also. 


Credit classes in Bible, Missions, Methods, 
Parliamentary Law, and Personal Witnessing will 
again be offered, and paralleling these classes, 
there will be a series of special classes including 
other phases of responsibilities of Christian women 
today. The theme, “The Christian Home,” will be 
majored in the afternoon, various aspects of this 
subject to be studied under the direction of Mrs. 
E. F. Horine and others who will assist in these 
conferences. 


The Platform Bible Hour will be under the 
leadership of Rev. George Manford Gutzke, D. D., 
professor at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
Other teachers and leaders on the program are as 
follows: Miss Lucy Steele, Mrs. S. H. Askew, Mrs. 
Alexander Maitland, Mrs. Dan B. King, Mrs. H. 
Kerr Taylor, Dr. H. Wade DuBose, Dr. J. L. 
Fairly, Mrs. Narcissa T. Shawhan, Mrs. Ben Knox, 
Mrs. E. C. Heins, Jr., Miss Sallie Thrower, Mrs. 
S. L. Timmons, Miss Janie McCutcheon, Miss Grace 
Wisner, Miss Annie Tait Jenkins, Dr. Claude H. 
Pritchard, Miss Bessie Lewis, Miss Jean Liston, 
Dr. D. T. Caldwell, Dr. Wallace M. Alston, Rev. 
A. V. Gibson, Mrs. E. R. Kellersberger, Miss Louise 
B. Miller, Miss Marion Wilcox, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
L. Ross, and other missionaries. 


At the annual meeting to be held on the evening 
of July 8, Miss Mary Quidor, Treasurer of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work, will announce the 
amount of the 1943 Birthday Offering designated 
for Christian Literature for our Mission in Mexico. 


Mr. James R. Sydnor will again be in charge of 
the music during the School, and will lead a class 
for those who desire to study the subject “Music 
in Worship.” 


The program has been planned through prayer, 
and will be pervaded and undergirded with prayer. 
Continued use of the Prayer Room will be urged. 
Morning worship in Gaither Hall will help to set 
the atmosphere of prayer for the day, and the 
noon hour will be observed as special time to pray 
together for dear ones in the service of our coun- 
try for the cause of establishing a righteous peace. 


The Program Committee for this School is com- 
posed of Mrs. R. F. Dunlap, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work; Mrs. E. C. Heins, Jr., 
Chairman of the Women’s Advisory Committee; 
and Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Secretary of Wom- 
an’s Work, who serves as Chairman. 


For reservations at Montreat, write to Mr. A. R. 
Bauman, Montreat, N. C. 
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Foreign Missions After The War 


Our Great Opportunity And Duty 
By Rev. Henry M. Woods, D.D.* 


After the death of the venerable President of 
Germany, von Hindenburg, Hitler, thus freed 
from the only person who probably could have 
checked him, proceeded with his plan to subjugate 
all Europe to himself and his odious system. His 
aim was not merely to bring Europe into bondage 
to his military rule, but also into spiritual 
bondage: for his system essentially denies the 
Gospel of salvation through Christ, and would 
force all men to bow to his creed, viz: bitter 
hatred of the Jews, the preeminence of the Nordic 
peoples, and Totalitarianism, the center of all of 
which was to be the Fuehrer and _ his su- 
preme arbitrary power. To effect this, which he 
thought he could accomplish, with Germany fully 
militarized and devoted to this one purpose, he 
was willing to shed seas of human blood, and 
cause horrible atrocities like those in Poland and 
Czecho-slovakia. 

But God in His mercy willed otherwise. He is 
breaking in pieces this detestable tyranny, and 
purposes, as He tells us in His Word, to bring 
the peoples of the world “into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God.” The question is often 
asked,—“‘Why does God allow this cruel war?” 
Because men being what they are, it is the only 
way to teach them and destroy the evil thing which 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God. “Be 
still, and know that I am God!” “For when Thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness.” The war is 
awakening the nations, and making them see the 
egregious folly and ruin of trusting in “the arm 
of flesh,’ and of man’s self-exaltation and 
tyranny. We believe that over all and through it 
all runs God’s eternal purpose to break Satan’s 
power, and to bring His erring children “into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God.” 

The result of the war will set men free po- 
litically, and far better, will give them the oppor- 
tunity to obtain real spiritual freedom in Christ. 
“Tf the Son shall make them free, they shall be 
free indeed!’ We look confidently for this happy 
result, because we have the definite promises of 
Him who cannot be mistaken or fail. We have 
God’s promise of a great outpouring of His Holy 
Spirit, leading men to repent and turn to the 
living God; to know that true happiness is not 
found in worldly good, but in Christ and His 
service. 


“And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God (we are surely included in the “last 
days”) that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh, on your sons and your daughters, on 
old men and young men, on my servants and 
my handmaidens” “and whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.” Joel 
2:28-32, Acts 2:17-21. “If ye then being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” Luke 
11:13 “I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and 
My blessing upon thine offspring.” Isa. 44:3; Isa. 
32:15. These are clear abundant promises of the 
bestowal of God’s Holy Spirit. 


And see how God by this war is opening yw 
the world for the fulfilment of His promise! Ny 
merely by providing abundant means of trans. 
portation and knowledge of the countries of the 
world, but also by an increasing understanding 
and good will among nations. God, by Hijs 
Providence is saying to the Church,—‘See, I have 
moved barriers, I have broken down opposition; 
I have opened up the world as never before,— 
“Go ye in and possess all nations for Christ!” 


About 60 years ago the Church had a real 
vision of world wide evangelism; the glad, hopeful 
battle cry was, “The Gospel over the whole world 
in this generation!’ Do you recall the “Student 
Volunteer Movement,” and the thrilling messages 
of their conventions, when, more than once, thirty 
or forty young people would rise and offer then- 
selves for the foreign field? It made one’s blood 
tingle with joy! What has become of the Move. 
ment and the joyful battle cry? Alas! Leaders 
began to doubt God’s infallible Word, the blight 
of the Modernist unbelief crept into the Church, 
“Yea, hath God said?” and Samson was shorn of 
his locks! Through doubt of God’s Word the Church 
faltered, and like Israel of old, refused to enter 
the Promised Land! It sank down in the bogs of 
unbelief, and leaders occupied themselves with 
learned(?) discussions of the “human element” 
in revelation, and as a result ever since, except 
for rare spirits, the great work of Foreign Missions 
has retrograded! 

Then the first World War came and God 
graciously gave us victory, but the Church went 
to sleep, and the victory was unwisely used. The 
League of Nations met in august assembly, but 
taking counsel of unbelievers,~ it refused to 
acknowledge the God of heaven and earth, the 
Arbiter of nations, by looking to Him in prayer 
for guidance, and their timid, vascillating action, 
or rather inaction without Divine guidance, largely 
helped to bring on the Second World War! 

God is now giving His people another, it may 
be a last opportunity. Shall we be blind and doubt 
His Word as leaders did 60 years ago? Or shall 
we be keen to seize it? And in the strength of the 
Lord trumpet forth the old slogan, slightly 
changed, but essentially the same, “The Gospel 
over the whole world in this century,” that is, in 
the next 50 odd years. Why should we not have 
a definite aim for the completion of this work. 
To state a definite period in which we hope to 
complete it will give definiteness to our prayers, 
to our zeal and enthusiasm, and to the work itself! 
Let us think of our vast resources! We have the 
same Heavenly Father, who is “able to do exceed 
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or think.” 
We have the same Lord Jesus Christ, whom the 
apostles preached, who gave the Church a Pente- 
cost, and is able and willing to give us one now, 
if we fulfill the conditions of blessing, as the 
apostles did. “The same yesterday, today, and 
forever!” We have the same Holy Spirit of Life 
and power, who has given revivals to the Church 
all down its history; we have the same Infallible 
Word of God, which men of faith have always 
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believed in, and which is “like a fire and hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces.” The Church has 
financial ability, abundant means to do the work 
of covering the whole world with the Gospel by 
the end of this century, if we realize that our 
money belongs to Christ and is a sacred trust 
from Him to Build up His Kingdom. Having all 
that we need, if consecrated to God, let us believe 
that the risen, triumphant Saviour is ready to do 
great things for those who put their trust in Him, 
and will make the spread of the Gospel over the 
earth not merely a glorious dream, but an actual 
reality ! 


If all this is true,—and it is absolutely true— 
what is our duty? There are two things which 
God always requires of His people, when He is 
going to bless them. The first is Repentance: 
humbly acknowledging our sins and seeking His 
forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, He is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins and te cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” We have national 
sins to confess; see the great sins of intemperance 
and of gambling, legalized gambling, as _ pari- 
mutiel horse-racing. What shame that the U. S. 
Government is indifferent to these sins, as also 
are many church members, and do not realize 
that if we fail to win the war, it will be be- 
cause liquor has sapped the strength and efficiency 
of our troops. Individual Christians ought to urge, 
and continue to urge the President and Congress 
to the U. S. to put an end to these great blots on 
our national life. 


And we should confess the sins of our Church; 
its worldliness, the attitude of many toward the 
Word of God, in disbelieving its truthfulness and 
infallibility, and the attitude of the General As- 
sembly in not taking cognizance of this grave 
departure from Christian doctrine, pleading as 
excuse for its indifference that it has not the 
power to deal with such cases, whereas our Book 
of Church Order distinctly states that it has full 
power and authority not only to deal with them, 
but also to require the lower courts of the Church 
to take action. 


And finally we should confess our personal 
sins. When we come to examine these what cause 
we have for shame and repentance! Sins of heart, 
and sins of conduct, how they rise up to condemn 
us! Unfaithfulness in the daily study of God’s 
Word and in prayer, presuming to pass judgment 
on the relative importance of God’s command- 
ments, and slighting God’s Holy Day, forgetting 
that all of God’s commandments are important 
and require obedience, that they vitally concern 
the welfare of the Church and of our youth, as 
well as of ourselves. and that at the Judgment 
Day we will be held to strict account for our 
failure to obey them. When we think of these 
things, we can only acknowledge our guilt, and 
pray, “God be merciful to me a sinner!” 


And the second of God’s requirements to ob- 
tain His blessing is Prayer; that we Christians 
give ourselves, heart and soul, to earnest prayer. 
“Continue in prayer and watch in the same with 
thanksgiving, always agonizing in prayers 
(the original) that we may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God!” (Col. 4:2,12). 
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication 
for the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
Perseverance and supplication for all saints.” We 


should join in prayer for a world-wide outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit on our Church and on all 
Evangelical Churches and Missions. “Revive Thy 
work, O Lord, in the midst of the years; in the 
midst of the years make known (Thy great sal- 
vation.)” “Wilt thou not revive us again that 
Thy people may rejoice in Thee? Shew us Thy 
mercy, O Lord, and grant us Thy salvation!” 


Let us pray for all our ministers, our elders, 
our deacons, the Sabbath School and teachers. 
Pray for our missionaries, who desire to return 
to their fields as soon as possible. Pray for our 
Seminaries and Colleges, that they may be kept 
true to Thee and Thy Word. Pray for our Gen- 
eral Assembly that it may realize its solemn 
responsibility to keep the Church straight in 
motive and in practice. Pray for all of our six 
Mission fields, and for the native pastors and 
congregations; and pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send forth more laborers into His harvest. 


Finally, pray that the Church may have a 
mighty, prevailing faith, to believe that, with 
God’s blessing, it is possible to cover the whole 
earth with Gospel light and teaching in this 
century, and that they may pour out their money 
liberally, with true self-sacrifice, that this work 
may be accomplished for God’s honor and glory. 
Thus may the knowledge of God cever the earth 
as the waters cover the sea, and all flesh may 
rejoice in His salvation. 


Dear Brethren, is not this a labor of love worthy 
of our utmost efforts? Let us pray and work 
with all the energy of our souls, so that later 
when Christ comes in power to take His Kingdom 
and judge the world, He may find us all faithful 
servants, and may see of the travail of His soul 
and be satisfied! 


*Ventnor, N. J. 


“Wings For The Soul” 
A Prayer For Men Who Fly* 


Lord, guard and guide the men who fly 
Through the great spaces of the sky; 
Be with them traversing the air 

In darkening storms or sunshine fair. 


Thou who doth keep with tender might 
The balanced birds in all their flight, 

Thou of the tempered winds, be near 
That, having Thee, they know no fear. 


Control their minds with instinct fit 
What time, adventuring, they quit 
The firm security of land; 

Grant steadfast eye and skillful hand. 


Aloft in altitudes of space, 

Uphold them with Thy loving grace. 

O God, protect the men who fly 

Through lonely ways beneath the sky. 
—Amen. 


*One of the most popular of hymns used by 
service men, especially by those in the air forces, 
is “Lord, Guard and Guide the Men Who Fly.” It 
was written in 1915 by Mary C. D. Hamilton, and 
is available in the Army and Navy Hymnal. 
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The Importance Of Questions Used In Infant Baptism 


By Rev. Robert S. Hough* 


The statement of our faith in infant baptism 
as contained in the Westminster Standards is one 
of the most satisfactory statements possible to 
formulate. It is an adequate and scriptural pre- 
sentation of the things most certainly believed 
among us. The Book of Church Order sets forth 
an excellent summary of the Presbyterian doctrine 
of infant baptism, and provides that the follow- 
ing questions be asked of the parents as they pre- 
sent their child for baptism: 


1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of 
the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the re- 
newing grace of the Holy Spirit? 


2. Do you claim God’s covenant promise in 
(his) behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for (his) salvation as you do for 
your own? 


3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child 
to God, and promise in humble reliance upon 
divine grace, that you will set before (him) a 
godly example, that you will pray with and for 
(him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of 
our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all 
the means of God’s appointment, to bring (him) 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 


These questions required by our Book of Church 
Order are in complete harmony with our West- 
minster Standards. The questions are an important 
part of the sacrament, and they set forth in a 
beautiful and fitting way the meaning of the 
sacrament. To curtail these questions in any way 
seems to spoil the service. 


In the Book of Common Worship of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of America, 
we have a simpler form for the observance of the 
sacrament of infant baptism. This book has many 
excellent features, but one of its weaknesses is 
its curtailment of the questions of infant baptism. 
This book provides the following questions to be 
asked of the parents: 


Question: Do you acknowledge your faith in 
Christ and therein consecrate your child to Him? 
Answer: I do. 


Question: Do you promise to instruct your 
child in the principles of our holy religion, as 
contained in the Scriptures, to pray with (him) 
and for (him), and to bring (him) up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? 


Answer: I do. 


There is nothing wrong with the questions pro- 
vided in the Book of Common Worship except 
that they do not go far enough in presenting the 
meaning of the sacrament. All that is asked in 
these questions is contained in the third question 
of our Book of Church Order. The first two ques- 
tions of our Book of Church Order are omitted 
entirely. This is a serious omission because the 
first question deals with the doctrine of sin and 
the second question deals with the doctrine of 
the covenant. These two doctrines are fundamental 
in our Presbyterian theology. 


The first question provided in our Book of 
Church Order requires an acknowledgment of 
of the child’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ and the renewing grace of the Holy 








— 














Spirit. The greatest Presbyterian theologians jy 
our history have united in proclaiming that ip. 
fants are not born holy, but that they need the 
cleansing blood of Christ, and without His blood 
and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit they 
are not redeemed. Dr. James H. Thornwell pre. 
sented a paper to the Synod of South Carolina and 
Georgia in 1838 which contained the following 
significant statement: 


“It is a fundamental article of the Christian 
faith that the guilt of Adam’s first sin is 
imputed to all his posterity, descended from 
him by ordinary generation, so that they are 
born in a state of condemnation and de- 
pravity; that this imputation is immediate and 
direct, having no reference to their subse- 
quent concurrence in his sin’ by voluntary 
transgression, but founded solely upon the 
fact that he was constituted, by the sovereign 
appointment of God, their federal head and 
representative.” 


There is a tendency today to minimize the doc- 
trine of depravity but this doctrine is a funda- 
mental part of our Reformed Faith. We believe 
that infants are born in a state of condemna- 
tion and depravity, but we also believe that the 
Holy Spirit’s renewing grace can operate in the 
heart of a little child, and apply the work of 
Christ to him. It is our faith that infants dying in 
infancy are redeemed, not because they are guilt- 
less, but because they are saved by the blood of 
Christ applied to them by the Holy Spirit. 


The second question of our Book of Church 
Order provides an opportunity for parents to claim 
God’s covenant in the Book of Common Worship, 
yet the basis for our belief in infant baptism is 
our faith that children are included in _ the 
covenant and are therefore entitled to baptism as 
a sign and seal of the covenant of grace. The 
questions in our Book of Church Order follows our 
doctrinal statement in the Westminster Standards, 
but the Book of Common Worship fails to give 
adequate expression to the faith of our church. 


The use of the word “consecrate” in the Book 
of Common Worship is not the best possible usage. 
In the highest use of the word we cannot “conse- 
crate” our child to God, for God alone can “conse-’ 
crate” the child to His service. We “dedicate” 
our child to God and He “consecrates” the child 
through His divine power. Our Book of Church 
Order follows the best usage of these words, and 
in the observance of the sacraments it is wise to 
use words carefully. 


I do not question the sincerity or the loyalty to 
the Westminster Standards of those who compiled 
the Book of Common Worship, but I feel that 
Presbyterian ministers of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States would do well to use only 
our own Book of Church Order in administering 
the sacrament of baptism to infants. The questions 
provided in our own book are beautifully worded 


and adequately present the meaning of the sacra- 
ment. 


*Pastor 


of the Capitol 
lanta, Ga. 


View Church, At 
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Teaching The Catechisms 


By Rev. R. E. McClure* 


Catechism instruction in our churches lacks 
much of being ideally carried out either in extent 
or method. Some churches omit it through negli- 
gence. Others omit it through false logic that it 
cannot be done for one reason or another. Many 
do it in a superficial way. 


The writer was in a congregation of another 
denomination, worshipping with a ruling elder— 
both sitting in the congregation. The minister 
addressed a question to his hearers oratorically. 
He repeated it, and was quite surprised that this 
elder should answer it literally. 

The question was, “What is God?” The answer 
given was from the Shorter Catechism, “God is a 
spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, 
and truth.” 

A bit taken back, the minister asked, ‘““Where 
did you get that?” The elder replied, “From the 
Westminster Shorter Catechism.’”’ He had learned 
it as a youth. 

To give our boys and girls an adequate basis 
for their Christian faith is a solemn responsibility. 
No more appropriate tools may be found than in 
our catechisms. But they must be used regularly 
and intelligently. 

For a long time there has been a doubt in the 
writer’s mind as to the best method to follow. To 
teach a junior child one or two questions of the 
Child’s Catechism each Sunday drags out the 
process and often discourages the child. To force 
the memory of the Shorter Catechism when the 
meaning is not at all clear may have some ad- 
vantages, but it certainly overlooks an important 
element. 

It is more important to grasp a total picture 
of the Catechism and to gain some basic under- 
standing of its teaching, than to slave over the 
mere memory of words. The value of this has been 
proven by approaching the catechisms from a 
different point of emphasis. 

The catechims should be a part of every Daily 
Vacation Bible School. For a number of years, 





the writer has so included BOTH catechisms; the 
Child’s Catechism to be memorized, supplementing 
the instruction from Sunday to Sunday, the 
Shorter Catechism to be studied for a _ better 
understanding of it rather than for memorizing 
it. 

Twenty minutes a day in a two-weeks school 
proved the best from experience. The Child’s 
Catechism was taught to all Primary and Junior 
children. These boys and girls were in groups of 
not more than six or eight, and the total emphasis 
was on memory. Usually about eight out of ten 
recite the whole catechism within the two-week 
period. In one school, an eleven-year-old girl re- 
cited BOTH catechisms. She had never studied 
either before. 

The approach to the Shorter Catechism involved 
a discussion group. The first step was to present 
the answers only in sequence and seeing that 
they made an English composition. The next was 
to analyze the English composition to seek an 
answer to, “What does it say?” Finally, the dis- 
cussion entered the heart of the matter, ‘‘What 
does it mean?” 

For lack of time, no discussion was had on the 
Ten Commandments in detailing them, nor to the 
Lord’s Prayer in its various petitions. And it must 
be admitted that there was no time for more than 
broad principles involved. However, the results 
have always been gratifying. 

In one group of Intermediates, every person, 
not already a church member, was ready for mem- 
bership in the church, and voluntarily asked to be 
received. In every group so taught, including a 
young people’s conference class—where more time 
was available—there has been a fine reaction. 

The Shorter Catechism can be approached with 
our young people to give an appreciation of what 
it says and means. If it can also be memorized, 
the value is increased several fold. 


*Executive Secretary of Asheville Presbytery, 
Asheville, N. C 





ALL FIXED 
By Rev. Daniel J. Currie, M.A.* 


Some years ago I was visiting an old man in 
what proved to be his last sickness. He had always 
been poor, had worked hard, and raised several 
worthy children. He was not a Solomon; neither 
was he anybody’s fool. He possessed wisdom 
from on high, for he had chosen that good part 
that none could take away from him. He was a 
humble Christian. 


As I talked with him that day he told me of 
previous visitors he had had. In that community 
at that time there were some who had much to 
say about what they called “the second blessing.” 
They claimed something more than salvation and 
they thought he needed the same. They urged him 
and worried him, he said. Then he added: “I don’t 
want them to bother me about that. I done got 
that all fixed.” 


Not very long afterwards the old man answered 
the last summons that one day must come to 


us all; and he was not afraid. We laid the body 
away and the spirit went to be with Him whom he 
loved, trusted, and served in his simple way. Yes, 
with him it was all fixed. 


How often I have thought of my visit to that 
dear old saint and his quiet words of assurance. 


Reader, how is it with you? Have you got it all 
fixed? Are your arrangements made for passage 
across the Great Divide? It is coming some day. 
We are all pilgrims and sojourners here. We are 
traveling on to eternity. Either heaven or hell lies 
at the other end of the journey, toward which are 
you moving? Are you in the “straight and narrow 
way that leads to life everlasting or in the broad 
way that leads to destruction?” 


When a trip lies ahead of us, it is just plain 
common sense to get ready for it. 

The one safe way—the only sure way—is by 
Him who said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; no man cometh to the Father but by Me.” 


*DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 
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The Lord’s Day Observance 


Adopted By The Synod Of 
Louisiana On Nov. 18, 1942. 


The Permanent Committee on “The Observance 
of the Lord’s Day” presents the following report: 

We want to place on record our Love for and 
Honor of “The First Day of the Week” in re- 
membrance of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour as “The Lord’s Day” of the 
New Testament, the (so-called) “Sunday” of 
our calendar, to serve like as and instead of “the 
Sabbath” of the Old Testament—one out of 
seven in the week as a special day for the 
worship and service of God, for the assembly of 
the people in the Sanctuary for the outcalling 
of the Church from the world that is evil into 
union with Christ, for the support and extension 
of the Gospel in the world by our tithes and 
offerings, for the reading and hearing and preach- 
ing of the Word of God, for the information of 
yod’s people as to his work at home and in the 
regions afar off, for an entire rest of all men 
from the labor of the other six days—rest 
mentally, physically, materially from the continu- 
ous and taxing and wearying efforts and pastimes, 
to the proper and needed observance of a day 
separated from common uses by ourselves and 
others and devoted to the work of God in His 
world, prayer to and praise of Him, such as will 
bring both uplift of soul and renewal of strength. 

We want to call to the attention of Christians 
and non-Christians the tragic conditions that 
militate against the benign influences of our 
Sabbath Day—such as the very wide use of this 
Holy Day as a day of very much unnecessary and 
unmerciful labor, of absorption in business in- 
terests of many sorts, a day of personal con- 
venience and unrighteous recreation, a day of 
much irreverent and unseemly and wearying pleas- 
ure by a great many people, including members 
of churches, who, while professing to be followers 
of Christ, neglect religious instruction and the 
worship of God in the home and in the church, to 
the general detriment and breakdown of morals 
and religion of God’s people and those they in- 
fluence and to the promotion of lawlessness— 
especially on the part of young people. 

We want to call back all preachers and teach- 
ers and members of the churches who have grown 
eareless and unconcerned and slack in their ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Day as the Sabbath of our 
God for His world to full-time fidelity and loyalty 
to God and His Christ, to His Word and His 
work for the saving of the lost. We call men and 
women and children everywhere to remember 
one day in seven (The First Day of the Week) 
as belonging to God and His use pre-eminently. 

We want to call to mind that God has com- 
manded us to “Remember the Sabbath Day to 
Keep It Holy. Six days shalt thou labor and do 
all thy work,” but “in the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God thou shalt not do any work, thou, thy 
son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that 
is within thy gates, for in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath Day and hallowed it.” Since 
the change from the seventh to the first day of the 
week the essential characteristics continue un- 
altered. 


—<— 


The Lord Jesus has, in remembrance of the 
completion of the work of redemption (a greater 
work than the work of creation), by His resur. 
rection from the dead, observed thereafter with 
His disciples the first day of the week, instead 
of the seventh day, which He and they had ob. 
served until then. And the Christian Church has 
observed the first day in commemoration of that 
great fact ever since its organization on the Day 
of Pentecost, when His Holy Spirit was poured 
out in witnessing power upon His waiting dis. 
ciples. From that time on through succeeding 
centuries, ‘The First Day of the Week” takes 
precedence as “the Sabbath of Our Lord,” “The 
Lord of the Sabbath,” as “The Lord’s Day’— 
peculiarly His own. God help our churches, our 
country, our world to hold inviolable this Holy 
Day as sacred to the Lord, as free from labor 
and care—war or no war! Man has the right to 
work six days out of seven for himself and others, 
but according to God’s statutes, “the Lord’s Day” 
is man’s “Liberty Day’—no work save those of 
necessity and mercy! 

Our General Assembly by a “Select Commit- 
tee” has earnestly petitioned our beloved and 
honored President of this Republic and all others 
in authority “to consider that the success of our 
efforts in this present national emergency de- 
mands an economic efficiency and a moral se 
curity, neither of which can be fully had apart 
from an observance of the Sabbath in accordance 
with the Divine purposes for which it was given 
ab the good of man and the glory of Almighty 

rt) on 

Your Chairman of the Synod’s Committee also 
petitioned the Legislature of the State of Louisi- 
ana, through the speakers of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, in its session, to ob- 
serve the Lord’s Day as a rest day and a holy 
day—though they regarded us not, nor our God. 

We very earnestly entreat our ministers to 
preach and teach on this divine command and 
Christian practice, especially in - wartime—when 
it is so easily neglected and even ignored oftimes 
by leaders as well as by the multitude. Will you 
do about this as God would have you, or incur 
His wrath by doing nothing at all? It is a serious 
and terrible thing to defy the Living God! 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. O’N. Martindale, Chairman. 


— 
oe 


The International Child 


Evangelism Fellowship 
By Rev. Geo. H. Gilmer, D.D. 


This movement has reached large proportions 
and is growing all the time. Its purpose is to 
reach the children of all races and teach them 
the Bible. It is inter-denominational and world 
wide. It reaches thousands of children who are 
not touched by Sunday-school or church. Such chil- 
dren are gathered into homes, Sunday or week 
day, and taught by trained Bible teachers, who 
make no effort to bring them into a denomination, 
but to Christ, and many are coming to various 
denominations and building up all churches. The 
writer is more or less familiar with work being 
done in Virginia and gives a few facts of that 
work. Miss Louise Harrison McCraw of Rich- 
mond, well known authoress, is State Secretary, 
and Miss Annie Ingram, city Director in Rich- 
mond. Miss Unice Draper, Lynchburg, is State Di- 
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rector. Most of the work is being done by women, 
but not all. 

If you are  interested—and what christian 
would not be interested in a work like this which 
seeks to carry out our Lord’s command “Feed my 
jambs’—perhaps you had best write Paul W. 
Rood, D.D., President, or J. Irvin Overholtzer, 
International Director, with headquarters at 203 
Wabash Ave., Chicago. No doubt the most prac- 
tical way to introduce the work in our towns is 
for the ministerial association to take it up. It 
will open the way to put to work your most active 
members. If you love Christ and love His “lambs’’ 
try it. Here are a few fine things that have been 
said about the work: “The Lord has wonderfully 
blessed the work in our city” * * * “In our city 
over seven hundred children are being taught” 
* * * “Praise the Lord for enabling us to intro- 
duce the work here,” etc., ete. 





Why Evangeliem Lags 
In Our Church 
By P. T. Shanks* 


My pastor gave me the report of our Commit- 
tee on Evangelism. The subject of the report was 
“Why Does Evangelism Lag in Our Church?” 

It is a seven point report setting forth the 
reasons, as the Committee sees them, why our 
Church is definitely not evangelistic. 

The pastor asked me to talk on the report at 
prayer meeting, April 28th, but to save my life I 
could not find anything in it on which to hang 
a talk. If there was one single thing in that re- 
port to stir the reader to new zeal and interest 
in evangelism I could not find it. 

And the thought kept coming to me as I read 
it that our Church ought to quit this sort of thing. 
Certainly in a time when our hearts are burning 
with the knowledge that our boys or our neigh- 
bor’s boy is in the midst of this Hell on Earth, or 
is on the way over or is waiting orders to go. 

Why does Evangelism Lag in our Church? There 
is only one answer. When Paul found twelve 
disciples, believers, in Ephesus, a city of a half 
million people, where graft was organized and well 
financed. And these twelve men were doing 
nothing and did not seem inclined to do any- 
thing except to believe. 

He asked them the question, “Have ye received 
the Holy Ghost?” And they said, as Paul knew 
they would, that they had not. He gathered them 
around him and laid his hands on them and prayed 
God for the Holy Spirit. And Scripture says He 
came upon them, and adds that Paul sent them 
out in twos, and that in the space of two years 
_— one in Asia heard the words of the Lord 
esus. 

There is one need, only one need that any given 
church has—the Holy Spirit on the minister and 
the session. Then that church will build up in its 
community a thought consciousness of the com- 
munity’s need for Jesus. And when that comes to 
pass Evangelism will be carried up to the high 
ground it occupied in the days of the Early 
Church, 

We do not have time to examine lengthy re- 
Ports and to analyze them. The boys out yonder 
have a right and they desperately need to look 
ack into a church that is on fire for Christ. If 
we have the Holy Spirit they will not be disap- 
pointed. We can have in abundance every other 
thing that religion has to offer and yet be un- 


able to minister to the souls of men in this terrific 
time of desperate need. 

Lord, God give us the consciousness of the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit with us. Because Jesus 
tells us “Ye shall have power after that the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you.” We have an idea that 
we need more money, or a new building, or a 
better preacher, but our need is power, power, 
power to do Thy will, and power comes only 
through the indwelling of the Spirit. And power is 
the promise of Jesus to His Church just before He 
ascended to be forever with the Father. 


BOOK REVIEWS 
Becoming A Christian 


By L. J. Sherrill & H. H. Sherrill 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.00. 


An Englishman once wrote “holy is lucidity’. 
Undoubtedly it is a virtue, and especially in a 
manual for communicant classes. The authors of 
this little manual have succeeded nobly in making 
the contents transparent, and easily understood. 
The purpose of this book is to provide helpful 
material to be used as a guide in preparing chil- 
dren and young people to make an intelligent 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

This manual is divided into four parts. The first 
part is for class discussion and deals with such 
subjects as the meaning of Christian discipleship, 
the creed, the sacraments, and the importance of 
deciding to accept Christ as a personal Saviour 
and following Him through life. 

The second part is a consideration of God’s 
Word, His will, His work, the worship of God, 
His friendship, and His Kingdom. Following this 
is a section for the Pastor designed to assist him 
in teaching the communicant’s class. The last part 
is prepared for parents who may desire to guide 
their children in further study in the home after 
the pastor’s class has closed. 

Some readers of this manual might feel that a 
few of the major topics are too sketchy, and need 
more adequate treatment. This defect can be 
remedied easily by the discerning pastor who will 
supplement each chapter with other material he 
has found helpful in such classes in the past. This 
work does not claim to be exhaustive, but rather 
suggestive. 

This manual makes a genuine contribution to 
the work of the Protestant Church, and for it 
we should be deeply grateful. It is evidently the 
product of extended study and a fine understand- 
ing of boys and girls. Used wisely it will pay 
large dividends. —John R. Richardson. 


The Baby Is Baptized 


By Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D. 


Published By The John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. Price: 30c Each or $3.00 Per Dozen. 

This reviewer has ‘read with interest and 
appreciation Stuart R. Oglesby’s beautiful little 
booklet, “The Baby is Baptized.” It sets forth 
clearly the reasons why children of believing par- 
ents should be presented to the Lord by baptism 
in infancy. 

There is great need in these days for Christians 
to understand their sacred duty and high privilege 





Boos OF PRINGE 





Page 24 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





June 1943 








of bringing their children up in the “nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,” not as outsiders of the 
family of God who may some day be permitted to 
come into the Church, but as children of the 
covenant presented to God even as Jesus was 
by His parents in infancy. 

As little children love their earthly parents from 
babyhood and, if rightly taught, grow to love and 
appreciate them more and more, so all children of 
the Covenant should be taught that God is their 
Heavenly Father, that they belong to Him. If 
rightly trained, we may expect them later to gladly 
accept what their parents have done for them 
and to come into full communion with the church 
through a public acceptance of Christ as their 
Saviour. 

This in no wise denies the necessity of re- 
pentance and conversion, but recognizes that God’s 
Spirit is able to work in the heart of a child as 
well as in the heart of an adult, for “except ye 
turn and become as a little child, ye shall in no 
wise enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

—William N. Blair. 





It Can Happen Between Sundays 
By Eugene D. Dolloff 


Published By The Judson Press, 1701 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


The problem of a midweek service has been a 
nightmare to many pastors. Some churches have 
never had such a service; some have tried and 
failed to arouse much interest, but a few have 
succeeded with varied degrees of success. It is 
evident from this book that Pastor Dolloff is one 
who has succeeded. He has given much thought to 
the midweek service, and in this volume we have 
the results of his successful experimentation. He 
has collected many workable ideas for strengthen- 
ing the week-night service, and any alert pastor 
can find suggestions here that may be adapted to 
his particular situation and enrich the spiritual life 
of his congregation. —John R. Richardson. 


What Is Your Need? 


By Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D. 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.00. 


Repetition has been called the mother of learn- 
ing. Experience has verified this assertion, and 
the very best preachers and tachers of Christianiiy 
have not ignored it. St. Paul told his friends ‘‘to 
write the same things to you, to me indeed is not 
grievous, but for you it is safe.”’ George Whitfield 
preached so often on “Ye must be born again,” 
that someone asked him why he repeated this text 
so frequently. His reply was, “Simply because ye 
must be born again.”’ Dr. Oglesby likewise is not 
afraid to repeat, and based the twelve sermons 
in this volume on one text, namely, Philippines 
4:19. Here is a marvellous example of the inex- 
haustible treasures contained in the Word of God. 

These sermons are designed to meet personal 
needs during a period of stress, and to point 
out the immeasurable resources we have in Christ. 
Any Christian will be strengthened who reads this 
book. It will make an excellent gift to. one in 
sorrow or undergoing a crisis in life. It is packed 
full of sound, and sensible advice. It never per- 
mits us to forget that Christ is adequate for every 
need. Its message could be summed up in Wesley’s 
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couplet: 
“Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 
More than all in Thee I find.” 
—John R. Richardson. 





Central Certainties 
By Arthur J. Moore 


Published By The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $1.00. 

It is our observation that university lectures 
have been significant books. They are usually the 
richest thinking of which the author is capable and 
are delivered for the express purpose of making 
capable people think, feel, and act. This book does 
not fail in fulfilling such a purpose. The author 
has an irrepressible optimism in the ultimate and 
final victory of Christ, because of his faith in the 
Absolute Sovereignty of God. 

The lecture subjects throb with interest (1) 
“The Church is Deathless,” (2) “The Kingdom 
is Coming,” (3) “The Gospel is Adequate,” (4) 
“The World Mission of the Church is Inevitable,” 
(5) “There is Life After Death.” 

The church is deathless because its foundation 
is the living faith of men founded upon experience 
in the ever living Christ, the Saviour from sin, 
the Creator of character and the Guarantor of 
Eternal Life. Jesus said “Upon this rock I will 
build my church.” The church is the only thing on 
this earth that Jesus called ‘‘His Own.”’ The church 
is deathless because Christ promised it His abiding 
presence, pledged to it His power. Because of this 
not even the gates of hell shall prevail against it. 
This is a central certainty. 

Chapter two has a grand text “Of the increase 
of His Government there shall be no end.” Isaiah 
9:7. It promises the coming of the Kingdom. Its 
motivating force and conquering power is love. 
In love the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of Christ. Christ came not only to 
redeem men one by one but to organize the re- 
deemed into a world fellowship. The Bible claims 
the whole world for Christ. The Kingdom is 
coming. 

A third certainty is “The Gospel is Adequate.” 
Even in a despairing, crumbling, tottering civili- 
zation, it is adequate. Again the author bases his 
conviction on the contents of the Bible. The 
Gospel is adequate to strike a death blow at sin. 
It is adequate because it renews not by reforn- 
ation but by resignation. The power of the gospel 
is adequate to strike the death blow to evil, rein- 
state God into human life and change man’s atti- 
tude toward man. 

The fourth central certainty is that Christi- 
anity is committed to the supreme task of evan- 
gelizing the world. It must evangelize the world 
because great sections of the world propose to 
drive the forces of Christ out and substitute a 
godless paganism. Christ commissions the church 
to go into all the world and promises His en- 
powering presence to’ consummate the task. 

The last central certainty of which the author 
speaks is “Life After Death.’”’ He gathers up all 
the arguments of reason, philosophy and biblical 
promises and marches to an undeniable conclusion. 

Throughout the entire book there is the con- 
stant appeal for Christians to go forth as crusad- 
ers. Victory is promised. God is behind human 
life. The cause of Christ will end in triumph. This 
is a tonic for those who despair and_ spiritual 
food for hard pressed soldiers of the cross. 

—L. J. Ferry. 
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